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Mr. TALIAFERRO, from the same committe, 
ed a bill allowing a pension to John Taylor, 
soda bill allowing a pension to Nancy Williams; 
which were severally twice read, and referred, 
Mr. TALIAFERRO submitted the following res- 
lution, which was considered and adopted: 


wed, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be instructed 
to inquire into the propriety and justice of allowing pensions 
‘othe widows of those officers of the navy who perished in the 
United States ship Hornet, while on a cruise in the Gulf of 


Mexico. 

Mr. CALVARY MORRIS, from the Commit- 
ee on Invalid Pensions, reported back, without 
amendment, the bill from the Senate for the relief 
of Warebam Kingsley. 

Mr. FORNANCE, from the Committee on 
Revolutionary Pensions, reported a bill for the re- 
lief of Patrick Masterson; which was twice read, and 
referred. 

Messrs. READ and GORDON, from the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions, made adverse re- 


ris on certain cases that had been referredto | 


that committee. 
Oa motion by Mr. McCKENNAN, the Commit- 


tee on Roads and Canais was discharged from the | 


farther consideration of the petition of certain cit. 
izens of Richmond, Virginia, praying for an ap- 
propriation for the improvement of the navigation 
of the James river. 


MASSACHUSETTS MILITIA. 

Mr. MASON of Ohio, from the Commitiee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill to refund the 
balance due to the Sate of Massachusetts ‘or dis- 
barsements during the late war with Great Britain: 
read twice, and referred. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland, from the Cof- 
mittee on Commerce, reported a bill making ap- 
propriations for the improvement of certain har- 
bors; which was twice read and referred. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Select Commit- 
tee on Steamboat Navigation, reported an amend- 
aiory billon the subject of safety-valves, &c.; which 
was twice read, referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. GIDDINGS moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole for the purpose 
of acting on private bills, and suggested that bills 
about which there is no dispute should be first 
acted on. 

Mr. CUSHING asked if the morning hour was 
passed; and, being answered in the negative, call- 
ed for the consideration of his resolution on the sub- 
ject of French spoliations prior to 1800. 

The resolution was then taken up and read as 
follows: 

Resolved, That all debate in the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union, on House biil No. 57, entitled 
“A bill to provide for the satistaction of claims due to certain 
Ametican citizens, for spoliations committed on their commerce 
Prior to 3ist July, 1801,’? shall cease on Tuesday next, at 2 
o’clock, and the committee shall proceed to vote on the amend- 
ments then pending, or that may be offered to said bill, and then 


report the ill to the Honse, with such amendments as may 
have been agreed to by the committee. 


Mr. ATHERTON moved to lay the resolution 
on the table. 

Mr. CUSHING called for the yeas and nays, 
whieh were ordered; and, on taking the question, 
resulied in yeas 97, nays 93. 

So the resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed to the gentleman from 
Plorida, (Mr. Levy,] who had the floor this morn- 
lig on the special order, (being a bill for the relief 
of inhabitants of West Fiorida,) to allow the pen- 
sion bill to be taken up. The pensions were to be 
paid on the 4th of March; and the money where- 
with the payments had to be made must be 
despatched to different parts of the country, which 
Would oceupy some time. He, therefore, hoped it 
would now be taken up; and, as it would consume 
but a short time, the Delegate from Florida could 
ee address the House on the special or- 
Mr. LEVY yielded to what he understood to be 
Wish of the House; but, at the same time, he 








FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 18458. 


asked the House to take up the unfinished Territo- 
rial business to-day, and dispose of it. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved, then, that the House 
resolve itself into Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. GIDDINGS appealed to the gentleman 
from New York, and to the House, to allow the 
calendar of private bills to be taken up, and to dis. 
pose of the undisputed claims. This wou!d occupy 
but about thirty minutes; whereas he feared thé 
pension bill would consume the day. He moved 
tbat the House resolve itself into Committee of the 
Whole for the purpose of disposing of the undis- 
puted claims. 


Mr. LEVY suggested that undisputed Territorial 
business should be included. 


The motion was agreed to, with Mr. Levy’s 
amendment; and Mr. BoarpMan took the chair. 

The titles of the bills on the calendar were then 
read in their order; but the great majority were ob- 
jected to, and, consequently, were laid aside. Sev- 
eral were laid aside to be reporied to the House. 

The bill for the relief of Sam. Weller was ta- 
ken up, and the report read, 

After a few remarks from Messrs. CAVE 
JOHNSON, TOMLINSON, COWEN, and PAR- 
MENTER, the bill was Jaid aside, under objec- 
tion. (The objection was subsequently with- 
drawn.) 

The bill for the relief of William De Buys was 
taken up,and the report read. After the adoption 
of an amendment, it was laid aside to be re- 
ported. 

The bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Michigan militia was laid aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Robert E. Jennings, James Roddy, and R. B. 
Carter, was objected to by Mr. MERIWETH- 
ER—together with several other bills reported for 
the first time this morning. 

The bill for the relief of Seth Sweetser, and the 
bill for the relief of Hannah Jenkins, were laid 
aside to be reported. 

The bill for the relief of John Taylor was ob- 
jected to by Mr. MERIWETHER. 


The bill in addition to the act providing for the 
payment of Fiorida militia called into the 
service in 1839 and 1840, was taken up, and an 
amendment offered by Mr. STANLY, authorizing 
the accounts to be settled under a specified super- 
intendence; which was adopted. The bill was then 
laid aside to be reported. 


The bill to authorize the purchase of a law li- 
brary for the judges of the Territory of Florida, 
was objected to. 

The bill to establish an additional land office in 
the Territory of lowa was informally passed over, 
at the suggestion of Mr. A. C. DODGE. 

The bill granting the right of pre-emption to 
certain settlers in the Territory of Wisconsin, was 
laid aside to be reported. 

Also, the bill granting to the Territory of Wis- 
consin a certain tract of land, for the benefit of the 
town of Fair Play, in said Territory. 

The bill making appropriations for certain roads 
and rivers in Wisconsin, was objected to by Mr. 
SPRIGG. 

Afier considering several bills in Committee of 
the Whole, the committee rose, and reported them 
to the House. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to discharge the Commit- 
tee of the Whole from the further consideration 
of the bill for the relief of John Carey, a colored 
servant of General Washington. Mr, B. said that 
this old man was 112 years old, and there was no 
doubt that he had served General Washington, both 
at Braddock’s defeat, and during the revolutionary 
war. 

Mr. FILLMORE objected, on the greund that 
this bill could be considered at the same time with 
the rest; but withdrew his objection. 

Mr. MERIWETHER objected; and 
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Mr. BRIGGS moved a suspension of the rules; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. MERIWETHER called for the reading of 
the report. As the House was about pensioning 
the poor of the District of Columbia, he should 
like to hear the reasons for it. 

The report was accordingly read; and then the 
bill was read the third time and passed. 

Mr. A. C. DODGE moved to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the further consider- 
ation of the bill making appropriations for certain 
roads, and for the survey of a canal route in the 
Teritory of lowa—[this bill was passed over yester- 
day, in consequence of the want uf a quorum;] this 
motion was carried, 


PENSION BILL. 


On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, the House re- 
solved itself into the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, (Mr. Saunpers, of North Caro- 
lina, in the chair,) and took up the bill making ap- 
propriations for revolutionary and other pensioners 
of the United States, for the half calendar year be- 
ginning on the Ist January, and ending on the 30th 
of June, 1843; and for the fiscal year beginning on 
the Ist July, 1843, and ending on the .30th June, 
1844. 

No amendment having been offered to this bill, 
the committee rose, and reported it to the House. 

It was then read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to discharge the 
Committee of the Whole from the further cunsider- 
ation of the bill for the relief of James C. Wat- 
son of Georgia. This bill (he said) had been sus- 
pended for three years by. the objections of a single 
member; [Mr. Gippines;] and he hoped the gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, [Mr. Briecs,] who had 
just succeeded in getting a bill through for a color- 
ed pauper of the District, would give him his as- 
sistance. 


Mr. GIDDINGS objected, that the bill contained 
an appropriation, and had not been considered in 
Commitiee of the Whole. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said that the bill just 
passed made an appropriation, and yet it had not 
been considered in Committee of the Whole. It 
was strange that the gentleman from Ohio should 
have so much sympathy for a negro, and refuse 
to do justice to a white man. 

The SPEAKER said that, objection being made, 
the motion could not be received without a saspen- 
sion of the rules. 

Mr. MERIWETHER accordingly moved a 
suspension of the rules. 

Mr. GIDDINGS called for the reading of the re- 
portand bill; and they were read. 

Mr. G, then called for the yeas and nays on the 
motien; but they were not ordered; and, 

On taking the question, the motion was rejected. 

Mr. COWEN moved that the Hovse proceed 
with the private bills on the calendar, several of 
which were on their engrossment. 

The SPEAKER said that the private calendar 
would now be taken up. 

The following bills were read a third time and 


| passed: 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of William D. Smith. 

A bill for the relief of Alexander Dixon. 

A bill for the relief of John Skirving. 

A bill granting a quantity of land to the Terri- 
tory of Wisconsin. 

A bill forthe relief of Hannah Jenkins, widow 
of James Jenkins, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Seth Sweetzer. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of John Peters, deceased. , 

A bill to confirm Eliza Buarriss, her heirs and as- 
signs, io her title to a tract of land. 

A bill for the relief of John McGinnis, a sol- 
dier in the late war. 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin O. Tayloe. 

A bill for the relief of Wm. De Buys. 

A bill to allewa pension to Nancy Williams, 
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A bill granting a certain tract of land to the 
Territory of Wisconsin, for the benefit of the town 
of Fairplay. 

A bil! for the relief of Patrick Masterson. 

A bill for the relief of certain companies of the 
Michigan militia. 

A bili for the relief of Wm. Selden, Treasurer 
of the United States. 

Mr. G. DAVIS submitted a motion to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill for the relief of 
Benjamin Ogle Tayloe was adopted. The motion 
was entered, 

Oa moticn of Mr. ARNOLD, 

The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Saruapay, February 4, 1843. 

Mr. McCLELLAN of New York presented the 
petition of Aaron Blinn and others, of Columbia 
county, New York, praying a renewal of the pen- 
sion act, for the benefit of the widows of revolu- 
topary officers and soldiers. 

Mr. NEWHARD presented the memorial of 
194 citizens of Schuy)kill county, State of Penn 
rylvapia, praying Congress to pass a Jaw author- 
izing the issue of $200,000,000, to be based upon 
the public lands, and distributed among the States 
and Territories. 

Mr. GWIN presented a memorial from citizens 
of Adams county, Mississippi, in favor of the se- 
lection of Natchez as the site for a naval armory 
and dry-dock. He observed that, as there was 
now a bill in the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union, having reference to this subject, 
he moved a similar reference of the memorial, 
and that it be printed. As he believed that Natchez 
was the best site that had been suggested to the 
consideration of the House for the location of the 
armory! and dry-dock, he wished, when the bill 
came up to be acted on, that the claims of that 
place, as set forth in the memorial, might be fully 
before the House. 

Mr. KEIM presented the petition of Wm. 8. 
Kennedy and 31 others, praying Congress to 
liquidate the debt of Amos Kendall, incurred in the 
discharge of his official duties: referred. 

Mr. WM. 0. GOODE presented the memorial 
of a number of citizens of Virginia, praying an in- 
crease of salary for the judge of the eastern dis- 
trict in that State. 

Also, the petition of the surviving children of 
Winifred Tomlinson, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Abram Heen, for a pension. 

Also, the petition of Frances Crafton, for a pen- 
sion. 

Mr. MOORE presented the following petitions, 
viz: 

Of Paul Le Clere and 109 others, inhabitants of 
the parishes of Terrebonne, St. Mary, and As- 
sumption, praying for a post route from Houma to 
Datch Settlement, Louisiana. 

Of George S. Walmsley and 14 others, and 
Henry O. McEvery and 33 others, praying for a 
post route direct from Natchitoches to Monroe, 
Louisiana. 

Mr. HENRY submitted a resolution to discharge 
the Committee of the Whole from bill No. 295, be- 
ing an act to extend the provisions of an act sup- 
plementary to an act for the relief of certain offi- 
cers and soldiers of the Revolution, known as the 
“Indian fighters;” and that it be made the special 
order for Wednesday next. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. ADAMS, the use of the 
hall was granted to Benjamin B. Bowen, for the 
delivery of a lecture, on Monday evening next, on 
the education of the blind. 

On the motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, the 
House amended a bill entitled “An act in addition 
to an act for the payment of Florida militia called 
into service in the years 1839 and 1840,” approved 
August 23, 1842; and, as amended, it was read a 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. PEARCE called up the question on print- 
ing the majority and minority reports from the 
Judiciary Committee, on the refunding of the fine 
imposed on General Jackson, by Judge Hall, at 
New Orleans; and on that he moved the previous 
question. 
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Mr. PENDLETON called for the reading of 
the reports. 

A conversation ensued, which resulted in the 
subject being passed over, to avoid the consump- 
tion of the time of the House with it to-day; the 
previous question being left pending. 

Mr. HALSTED moved that the Commitiee of 
the Whole House oa the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 
No. 651, entitled ‘‘A bill regulating the taking of 
testimony in cases of contested elections, and for 
other purposes.” (Cries of ‘No, no, no.”} 

The motion was not agreed to. 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the House to take up 
the appropriation bills. There were only twenty- 
four working days of the session left, and yet the 
appropriation bills were kept back; and be hoped 
the House would agree to take them up, that they 
might be disposed of, and sent to the Senate. 

Mr. LEVY was understood to appeal te the 
gentleman from New York to allow the bill for the 
relief of inhabitants of West Florida to be taken 
up. It had been the special order for several days, 
but, for the promotion of other important business, 
he had allowed it to be passed over; but he hoped 
the House would now allow it to be disposed of. 

Mr. FILLMORE replied that a greater number 
of days had already been given to the Territorial 
business than it was usual to give even at the long 
sessions; and as all the appropriation bills had 
been kept back, he could not allow them to remain 
longer on the table, by waiving his motion to go 
into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS gave notice that he 
should move that the committee take up the bill to 
reduce the number of officers in the New York 
custom-house. 

The question was then taken, and the motion to 
g° into committee carried in the affirmative. (Mr. 
ALLEN of Maine took the chair.) 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the committee take 
up the navy appropriation bill. 

Mr. ADAMS opposed the motion. 

Mr. GARRETT DAVIS asked for the yeas and 
nays (laughter)—he meant to say tellers—on the 
motion. 

They were not ordered, and the motion was car- 
ried without a division. 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The House bill No. 659, entitled “A bill making 
appropriations for the naval service for the half 
calendar year, beginning on the lst of January and 
ending on the 30 h of June, 1843, and for the fiscal 
year ending on the 30th June, 1844,” was then 
read through. 

Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay the bill on 
the table, with a view to take up the bill to reduce 
the number of officers in the New York custom- 
house, or some other bill. The present bill in- 
volved several millions of dollars, and gentlemen 
were not yet prepared with the necessary informa- 
tion to enable them to vote and act understandingly 
upon it. As the bill now before the committee 
would be soon acted upon, when members were 
prepared for it, (and it would not be delayed be- 
yond Wednesday next,) he moved that it be laid 
on the table. 

Mr. FILLMORE said the motion was not in or- 
der. There was no such thing as laying a bill on 
the table in committee. 

Mr. MERIWETHER. ThenI move to post- 
pone the bill. 

Mr. FILLMORE opposed the motion. 

Mr. G. DAVIS asked for tellers, who were or- 
dered, and reported—ayes 49, noes 58; no quorum. 

The vote was again taken and resulted—ayes 
48, noes 85; so the House refused to postpone the 
navy bill. 

Mr. MERIWETHER then rose and offered the 
following amendment: 

Add to the first sectien this proviso: 

Provided, That, until otherwise directed by law, no part of 
the present, or any future appropriations for the pay ef com- 
missioned, warrant, and petty officers, including the engi- 
neer corps, shal! be paid to the same, except upon a reduction 
of the present pay atand after the rate of twenty per cent, per 
annum. 

Mr. M. said he had but a few remarks to make 
upon this amendment. It might be asked why he 
proposed to reduce the pay of navy officeysJand let 


that of all other officers of the Government stand 
as at present. He would answer, that the Pay of 
the navy officers was increased in 1835, and tha 
of none others. Their pay was then increased 
with the view of meeting the increased Price of 
provisions and of labor in every department of 
life. Now, he believed that nine-tenths of the 
evils under which our navy was suffering, resultej 
from the high salaries paid to its officers. [1 was 
composed of the most disorderly corps he knew of 
in any existing Government. Indeed, it seemed pe. 
cessary to keep a court-martial sitting nearly the 
entire year for their trial for offences, 

Here Mr. FILLMORE rose to a question of 
order. He contended that the amendment was no 
in order atthis time. This bill proposed to 
money due, accerding to a pre-existing law. If i 
were merely a bill making contingent appropria- 
lions, it would be perfectly competent to limit and 
prescribe the ameunt, and manner of making the 
appropriation. The amendment in reality cha 
anne laws, and he submitted whether it was jn 
order. 

Mr. MERIWETHER said he had anticipated 
this objection. Whenever any one talked of redy. 
cing the expenditures of the Government, they 
were met with a question of order. So it was last 
session, when the House limited the number of 
officers. Certainly, if the House could limit the 
number of officers, it might also limit their pay. 

2 CHAIR decided the amendment to be in 
order. 

Mr. FILLMORE appealed from the decision of 
the Chair, and made some remarks on the ques. 
tion of order. 

The appeai was debated by Messrs. FILL- 
MORE, CAVE JOHNSON, TILLINGHAST, 
WISE, HOLMES, REYNOLDS, and CHARLES 
BROWN. 

The committee sustained the decision of the 
Chair—70 in the affirmative, and 63 in the nega- 
tive. 

Mr. MERIWETHER then advocated his 
amendment, and said there was no department of 
this Government in which a compensation like 
that which he proposed to reduce was given for a 
similar grade of talent in the service of the Uni- 
ted States. He traced the increased pay now given 
to the year 1835; and said that, by a document in 
his possession, he could show that it was then in- 
creased, in some instances, 75 er 100 per cent. over 
what it was before that year: whereas he now pro- 
posed a reduction of only 20 percent. He reada 
tabular statement, showing the difference of the 
pay of officers of various grades at the two peri- 
ods mentioned. He also pointed out an increase of 
the number of guns afloat, and the cost of pay for 
each; and contended that the cost of the navy was 
more now than it was during the war with Great 
Britain. He advocated a reduction of this branch 
of the public service at some length. 

Mr. WISE replied. He admitted that the pay 
proper of officers in the naval service was now ap- 
parently greater than it was at the period of which 
the gentleman from Georgia had spoken; but there 
were then rations, and other things—which by the 
sailors were termed, in their expressive phraseolo- 
gy, ‘‘wee things aboot the deck””—which materially 
diminished that difference, and left the pay bat lit- 
tle less than is now given. 

Mr. W. went into an explanation of the manner 
in which the pay of the navy was increased in 
1835, developing the principles on which the Con- 
gress of that year—the best in which he had ever 
served—and the controlling reasons which induced 
such an increase of pay. He said that Congress 
then determined to put the corps of officers on the 
best footing, and to get the best men in the country, 
by making the pay adequate to their services; that 
Congress acted on a principle which, he thought, 
ought never to be lost sight of; that it was easy to 
build ships—easy to fit out a whole fleet in a very 
short time; but it required years to make 8 | 
officer. Mr. W. thought if the gentleman wisbed 
retrenchment, he had better move to strike out the 
appropriation for increasing the materials on 
for building ships. In that, the gentleman would 
not strike a blow at the service. He also sg 
gested to the gentleman, instead of moving a hori- 
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optal redaction of salaries, to move a more equal 
jisribution ot pay—giving the little midshipmen 
jess, and the passed midshipmen and warrant offi- 

more. A horizontal red«ction of 20 per cent. 
would make the pay lower than it was in 1835, 
ghen all admitted that the pay was too low; 
and when, after a full investigation, it was in- 


He then went into an argument against the re- 
juction of the navy—answering the objections 
urged against its present strength, on the ground of 
ibe prospect of permanent peace; and alleging the 
erent of our commerce ON every sea, as a reason 
for tbe keeping up of our naval force. He ex- 

ined the case of Commodere Jones, and the 
capture of Monterey; and argued that, in case of 
any resistance by the British fleet, Commodore 
Jones would have been overpowered, and the 
American flag struck. He adverted to the state of 
our trade in various parts of the world as being in 
a declining state, whilst the English trade was ip- 
ceasing; and all owing to the superier fleet of the 
British. 

Mr. McKEON offered an amendment to the 
amendment, providing that no part of ibis appropri§ 
ation shall be applied to the pay of officers, or to 
ihe equipping of vessels, to be employed on the 
coast of Africa, under the late treaty with Eogland. 

Tne CHAIR decided the amendment to be out 
of order. 

Mr. PROFFIT then got the floor, and addressed 
the Heuse for a few moments; when 

Mr. McKEON interrupted him; and, not under- 
sanding that his amendment had been decided to 
be out of order, wished to take an appeal. 

The CHAIR said that it was tco la'e to appeal; 
and, after some conversation between Messrs. Mc- 
KEON, PROFFIT, and the CHAIR, 

Mr.PROFFIT proceeded with his remarkgin 
cpposition to the amendmegt, and gave a statement 
of the high pay and emoluments ef the superior of- 
ficers of the British navy as an argument why the 
pay of the officers of our navy should not be re 
duced. 

He gave way toa motion to rise, afier speaking 
some minutes; and the committee rose and re- 
ported progress accordingly. 

Mr. GILMER and Mr. I. D. JONES made 
motions of reconsideration of votes passing two 
several bills yesterday; which were entered. 

Several Executive communications were pre- 
sented to the House, and referred. They were 
the following: 

From the War Department, in answer to a res- 
clation submitted by Mr. J. P. Kennepy, call- 
ing for the number of officers in the Baltimore 
cusiom-house, &c.; another, authorizing a report 
from the officer in charge of the Ordnance Bureau, 
showing the expenses of the national armories for 
the year 1842; another, with estimates of the 
appropriations for the War Department for the 
year 1843, and the balance of appropriations; 
another, showing the names of clerks in that de- 
pariment; another, exhibiting the contingencies of 
that department. There was also one from the 
Post Office Department, with estimates for the 
mail service for the year 1843. 

The following Senate bills were read twice and 
referred: 

A bill for the relief of William Russell. 

_A bill for the relief of the owners and crew of 
the schooner Twig. 

Mr. STANLY, pursuant to notice, intredaced 
a bill to amend “An act entilled an act making ap- 
Propriations for the erection of a marine hospital 
10 North Carolina;” which was read twice, and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of Connecticut, from the 

Mmittee on Commerce, reported a bill for the 
relief of John Sands; which was read twice, and 
Committed to the Committee of the Whole. 

On the motion of Mr. HOPKINS, the bill for 
ihe relief of B. O. Tayloe was modified, amended, 
and passed. The House then adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Monpay, Febrvary 6, 1843. 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ale @ communication from the War Department, 
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transmitting, in compliance with the 20th section || 
of the act of August, 1842,'a statement and re- || 
port of the expenditares of that department for the 
calendar year of 1842; which, on motion of Mr. 
EVANS, was ordered to lie on the table and be 
printed. 

Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the War Department, transmitting, in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of the 24th 
ultimo, copies of the contract made with John 
Grant for dredging the channel of the Choctaw 
pass, and other information concerning the subject; | 
which, on motion of Mr. WALKER, was referred | 
to the Committee on the Judiciary having charge 
of the claim of this individual. 

Mr, CLAYTON and Mr. BUCHANAN pre- | 
sented two memorials from citizens of Pennsylva- 
nia, asking Congress to create §200,000,000 of 
stock, to be based on the proceeds from the public 
domain, to be distributed among the several States 
and Territories in a representative ratio: referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. EVANS presented a petition from M. Jones, 
the widow of the late Samuel Jones, a revolution- 
ary soldier, praying that the pension received by 
her under the pension law of July 7, 1838, may be || 
revived to her: referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana presented joint resolu- 
tions adepted by the Legislature of Indiana, urging 
npon the Senators and Representatives from that 
State to use their influence to procure the passage 
of a law gran‘ing to that State all the unsold Jands 
in the Vincennes land dis‘rict, for the purpose of 
completing the Wabash and Erie Canal: referred | 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from | 
a number of citizens of Franklin county, Penn- | 
sylvania, asking Congress without delay to repeal 
the bankrupt Jaw: ordered to lie on the table. 

Memoria's were presented by Messrs. BU- 
CHANAN and STURGEON from citizens of the | 
city and county of Philadelphia, asking that Mr. 
Kendall may be relieved from the restraint on his 


eae 





personal liberty, in consequence of a verdict of 
damages for $11,000, rendered aganst him, in fa- 
vor of Stockton & Stokes, by the District court 
of the District of Columbia, for conduct in dis- 
charge of his official duty: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from | 
the Board of Trade of the city of Pittsburg, ask- | 
ing Congress to make an appropriation for the | 


improvement of the Western rivers: referred to the || 


Commitiee on Commerce. 

Mr. B. also presented two memorials (which, 
by some strange accident, he said, bad been mis- 
laid for a day or two) from the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Philadelphia: one asking fora recon- | 
struction of the pier at or near Port Penn and 
Reedy island in Delaware river; and one in favor | 
of continuing the coast survey; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. LINN presented a petition from certain in- 
habitants of the counties of Perry, Cape Girar- | 

| 





dean, and Madison, praying for the establishment 
of a mail route from Chesier, in Illinois, to Farm- 
ington, in Missouri: referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. L. alco presenteda petition from Richard Phil- 
ips, of New Madrid county, Missouri, praying for 
the passage of an act authorizing the survey of two | 
tracts of lard in the said county, and that the | 
patent for said land may be issued in his name: re- | 
ferred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. | 

On motion by Mr. BAYARD, the papers of 
Thomas Ragsdale were ordered to be taken from 
the files of the Senate, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented a petition from Ai- 
kin Smith, R. Kiméal!, and 195 others, citizens of 
Lewis county, New York. praying that in all fa- 
tare treaties between the United States and foreign 
powers, an article may be inserted, whenever inter- 
national differences sha!! arise between such na- 
tions, that they shall be left to arbitrators: refer- 
red to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON presented a memorial 
from citizens of Norwich, Connecticut, praying for 
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a reduction of postage on letters, and the abolishment 
of the franking privilege: ordered to lie on the 


| table. 


Mr. TAPPAN presented a memorial, signed by 
citizens of Jefferson county, Ohio, Brooke county, 
Virginia, and Washington county, Pennsylvania, 
praying for the establishment of a mail route from 
Washington, Pennsylvania, to Steubenville, Ohio: 
referred to the Commitee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. DAYTON presented a petition from John 
Howell, Robert McNeely, and Wm. Potts, of New 
Jersey, praying to be relieved from the payment of 
a certain judgment, assureties of Juseph J. Wilson, 
late pestmaster at Trenton: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. STURGEON presented a memorial from 
eitizens of Alleghany county, Pennsylvania, in fa- 
vor of the plan for a board of exchequer recom- 
mended by the Executive: ordered to le on the 
table. 

Also, presented a memorial from Jonah W. Kirk, 
the inventor of a useful improvement, (being a 
guard to protect steamboats navigating the Western 
waters from snags, sawyers, &c.,) praying that Gon- 
gress may purchase his right of patent, so as to 
make the invention free for public use; or, that 
they make an appropriation to test its usefulness: 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. YOUNG presented a petition from Jacob 
Wagoner, of Union county, Illinois, praying permis- 
sion to make a change in the entry of a tract of 
land which was made through mistake: referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Mr. WALKER presented a memoria! from citi- 
zens of Harrison county, Mississippi, praying for 
a donation of a section of land for the purposes of 
a manual-labor schoo}: referred to the Committee 
on Public Lands. 

Mr. W. also presented additional testimony in 


| support of the claim of G. A. Worth; which was 


referred to the Judiciary Committee. 


Mr. CHOATE rose, and said he presumed this 
Was as proper a moment as any other to say a word 
(though he did so with great reluctance) concern- 
ing a matter of personal insult towards himself. 
His attention had been called by a friend, on Satur- 
day last, to an editorial paragraph which repre- 
sented him as having, in the debate upon the Ore- 
gon bill, introduced into the Senate and exhibited 
Mitchell’s map, representing it as having traced 
upon it the treaty line of 1842, and that, the map 
being found defective in this particular, the Sen- 
aie immediately marked its disapprobation of the 
intention to deceive. He confessed he was some- 
what sensitive as to this matier; and he took, there- 
fore, the earliest opportunity, in the most public, 
as weil as the most dignified manner, to contradict 
the statement. It was not a mere caricature, to 
which they were all exposed daily, but a deliberate 
insult, The facts were these: The Senator from 
Missouri bac endeavered to strengthen his argu- 
ments by reference to certain maps; and he (Mr. 
C.) had briefly commented apon these maps, and 
had also referred to Mitebell’s map, which he had 
stated was known to everybody; and that it bad 
been under the eye of the commissioners who ne- 
gotiated the question of the Northwest boundary; 
and that, although it was acknowledged to have 
some errors, yet tbatit was considered by our ear- 
ly dip'omatists as the best guide, and was adhered 
to in almost all cases. He had, therefore, proceed- 
ed to open, and toecomment upon that old map, 
pointing out what ihere was in it which he thought 
strengthened his argument, and his geveral sug- 
gestion upon tbe examination of the water com- 
munication as laid down therein was, that that 
route for which be had been contending was the only 
continuous Jine of water communication; that the 
line as delineated upon the map bore so strong 
a resemblance to that specified in the treaty of 1783; 
and that it afforded to his mind some countenance 
to the position for wbieh he had contended. He 
had not said that the actual boundary was laid 
down in the map. There was, in fact, no North- 
west boundary line delineated upon it; and he 
would have supposed that the folly, the insanity of 
pointing out to the Senate a line which did not ex- 
ist upon the map, would have uggested itself tq 
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even an untriendly editor. Had there been a plain 
boundary line drawn opon the map, it would not 
have made out the point he was contending for; 
for it was the water communication which formed 
1.e subject of bis remarks. And there was no 
doubt whatever on his mind, that the water 
communication delineated on the map was the 
same as that described in the treaty. 


There was a still more erroneous and insulting 
statement made in latter part of the paragraph— 
namely, tha! he (Mr. C.) bad withbeld or suppress- 
ed the fact that the map appeared to be dated prior 
to 1783; and that when the true date was revealed, 
it was received not only as a perfect answer to his 
argumeot, but with an expression of disapproba- 
tion at bis audacity. That he, by anything he 
bad said or argued, endeavored to insinuate 
that the map was of a date subsequent to 1783, 
was totally and entirely destitute of a shadow of a 
shade of foundation. He had characterized the 
map as Mitchell’s old map; the date was not in his 
mind at the time; but he bad produced it as the 
original map which was before the eye of the com- 
missioners in 1783. The truth was, the date was 
not at all necessary to his argument. And when it 
was announced that the map was made before 
1783, if any one (as represented in the paragraph 
he had referred to) came near bursting with deris- 
ion, he could only say that it was a total misap- 
prehension of the issue that was made. If there 
were any Senators about him whose recollection 
coincided with his own, he would be extremely 
glad to hear them so declare. 


Mr. WOODBRIDGE said, although he conceiv- 
ed the necessity could hardly be supposed to exist 
for his saying anything in corroboration of the 
statement just made by tke Senator from Massa- 
chusetts, yet, as an appeal had been made, he would 
state that he certainly did distinctly recollect that 
the argument of the honorable Senator was found- 
ed on the presumption—and the strong presump- 
tion—that the view which the honorable Senator 
had taken was the correct one, from the circum- 
stance of the course of the water communication 
westward from Lake Superior, as laid down in 
that map, corresponding with the water commeni- 
cation contended for by the honorable Senator as 
forming the boundary. As far as the article in the 
Globe was concerned, he bad not seen it, and knew 
nothing about it; but, most assuredly, the remarks 
made. by the honorable Senator as to the purport of 
his argument were subsiantially correct. 


Mr. WALKER said the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts certainly did call his attention to the mat- 
ter, and pointed out to him the map, as being the 
old map of Mitchell; and his object seemed to be 
to prove that the southern line of water communi- 
cation corresponded with the line for which he had 
been contending. He thought it due to the Sen- 
ator to say that he did call his attention particular- 
ly to the map; but while he said this, he begged it 
to be understood as having nothing to do with his 
opinion as to the success or failure of the honorable 
Senator in establishing his views. 


Mr. SIMMONS said his attention bad also been 
called to the map; and he had noticed that the 
curvature in the line of water communication cor- 
responded with that which the Senator from Mas- 
sachusetts argued was the true boundary. And he 
noticed, also, that there seemed to be no line of 
water communication north of Hanter’s island. 
He recollected the reference made by the honorable 
Senator from Missouri to the date of the map; for 
he was struck with the singularity of the objection, 
and said to those about bim at the time, that the map 
must, of course, have been published before the 
date of the treaty, or else how could the commis- 
sioners have had it before them? 

Here the subject dropped. 

Mr. EVANS, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported back, without amendment, the bill making 
appropriation for the support of the army and mil- 
itary academy for the half calendar year ending 
on the 30th June, 1843, and for the fiscal year be- 
ginning on the Ist July, 1843, and ending on the 
30th Jane, 1844. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a letter from John Rod- 
gers and others, Cherokee Indians, on the subject 
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of their claim against the United States; which 
was referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. 8S. also presented certain resolutions, adopt- 
ed by the Legislature of Arkansas, in favor of 
appropriations to building of forts and constract- 
ing military roads in that State: referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. CONRAD presented a petition from George 
G. Payne, praying allowance for the revolution- 
ary services ef his grandfather, by granting the 
haif-pay as lieutenant colone! from the end of the 
war to the time of his death in 1825, to which he 
was entitled: referred to the Committee on Revo- 
lutionary Claims. 

Mr. BERRIEN, from the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
of the House to change the place of holding the 
circuit court for the district of Maine, from the town 
of Wiscasset to Portland and Bangor. 

On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate then 
preceeded to consider the bill asin committee of 
the whole; and there being no proposition to amend 
the same, it was reported to the Senate, read the 
third time, and passed, 

Mr. CONRAD, from the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill for the relief of Joseph 
Roby, of New York; which was read, and or- 
dered to a second reading. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented joint resolutions 
adopted by the Legislature of the State of Maine, 
instructing the Senators, and requesting the Rep- 
resentatives from that State, to use their continued 
exertions to procure the immediate and uncondi- 
tional repeal of the bankrupt law; which were read, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ARCHER rose and said that on Friday last, 
when the Oregon bill was upon its passage, he had 
voted in the affirmative, for the purpose of entitling 
himself to move a reconsideration. He now made 
that motion. 

Mr. LINN inquired whether the bill was in the 
possession of the Senate; and, if so, by what rule 
of the body it was in its possession. 

Mr. ARCHER replied that the bill was still in 
the possession of the Senate; and in order to ex- 
onerate the officer of the Senate from any blame 
which might be imputed to him, he felt it his duiy 
to state that he had mentioned to him the fact that 
he intended to move a reconsideration. 

The CHAIR stated that this having been an- 
nounced, and two days being allowed by the rule 
within which the motion for reconsideration might 
be made, he conceived that no blame could prop- 
erly be attached to any one on account of its de- 
tention. 


Mr. LINN said he did not think that this got 
over the difficulty. If such a course were permis- 
sible, it would put the fate of questions of the 
greatest importance in the power of one or two in- 
dividuals. It could never have been intended by 
the rule that a gentleman who intended to move 
the reconsideration of a yote should have nothing 
more to do than to go to the Secretary of the Sen- 
ate, and tell him that such was his intention. It 
was just as easy for the gentleman from Virginia 
to have given notice to the Senate of his intention. 
He did not intend to impute anything improper to 
his excellent friend from Virginia; but he must be 
permitied to say that he certainly thought that gen- 
tleman was one of the very last who would bave 
resorted to a parliamentary manceuvre. It mast 
be obvious to every one that this was not the cor- 
rect course to be pursued in the Senate of the 
United States. It was generally supposed that 
the bill had gone to the other House; and he 
would ven.ure the assertion, that many Sen- 
aters never knew of the honorable gentle- 
man’s intention until this moment. The ad- 
vantage, then, which the mover would have, was 
obvious; he could have his friends about him, 
while his opponents would have no opportunity 
of resisting the motion. The Senate would of 





course proceed, if theysaw fit; but he must be 
permitted to say it was an anomalous proceeding, 
and which, if followed, would lead to much mis- 
chief. 

Mr. ARCHER replied. He thought the matter 
could be set right with very few words. The hon- 
orable gentleman from Missouri might be 















assured that he did not consider him 28 desi 
ing to throw any unwarrantable imputation y 
him, or upon any other Senator, in refere 
this matter; it was not according to the honora 
gentleman’s habit to do anything of this king. 
he thought he should be able to convince him 
he was mistaken as to what he considered ; 
impropriety of the course which he had taken ; 
regard to this mater. a 


He was informed that the invariable usage had 
been, in such cases, precisely such as he had t 
sued. Besides, it was declared, by a rule of the 
Senate, that two days of actual sitting should be 
allowed, within which the motion might be 
It could not, then, be in accordance with what wa 
right, whether it had been the practice or not that 
the bill should pass from the Senate until he had 
had an opportunity of availing himself of the raj. 
If an irregular usage had grown up, it ought not 
be urged as a sufficient reason for setting aside the 
rule altogether. 

But again, to show the honorable Senator that he 
was mistaken: when was it that the bill passed} 
Late on the evening of Friday. When was the 
next juridical day of the session? Saturday was 
not. There was, then, no day when it could by 
within the competency of the Secretary to sen 
away the bill. The vote was taken after the usya| 
hour for adjournment. When the utmost degree o 
impatience was manifested throughout the Senate 
for an adjournment, it might not have been in his 
power to procure the consideration of his motion; 
because it might, at any time, be superseded by a 
motion for adjournment. The Secretary must stand 
acquitted; for he had done only what he had been 
accustomed to do in like cases; and, as for himself, 
he must appeal to his honorable friend to say if be 
had not communicated to him his intention to 
movea reconsideration. Did that look like aclan- 
destine proceedine? 

Mr. CALHOUN made some remarks which 
were bu! indistinctly heard by the reporter; after 
which, 

Mr. LINN said he supposed there was nothing 
left for him but to retreat as gracefully as he could, 
He had spoken more particularly with reference 
to the uncertainty of the usage, and of the necessity 
for having some definite and general rule upon the 
subject. This question of reconsideration was 
then (it being suggested by Mr. SEVIER that two 
or three Senators were absent) postponed until to- 
morrow at one o’clock. 

On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the previous 
orders were postponed, and the Senate proceeded 
to consider, as in committee of the whole, the bill 
to amend the several acts establishing the Treasury 
Department, being 
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The bill amendatory of the several acts in rela- 
tion to the regulation of the treasury of the United 
States, was accordingly taken up, as in committee 
of the whole, 


Mr. TALLMADGE addressed the Senate on 
the subject for about an hour, in explanation of the 
provisions and probable effects of the bill, should 
it become a law. 

He regretted that he had not been able, before 
this time, to bring forward his measure. The de- 
lay had not originated with him. It was at the so- 
licitation of other gentlemen he had been induced 
to accede to its postponement. It had been made 
the special order for a day passed over some weeks 
ago; but an important measure (the Oregon bill) 
was under discussion when that day came, and the 
present bill was necessarily postponed from time 
to time, with an expectation that the other would 
be disposed of, so that the attention of the Senate 
would be more concentrated on this measure. He 
had made this explanation to exonerate himself 
from any imputation of neglecting to call it up, 
and to show that he had acted in perfect good faith 
with regard to his avowed intention of bringing " 
forward at the earliest possible day. 

The general design of this bill was to do some 
thing for the relief of the country in relation to the 
currency and exchanges. It is, in some sense, the 
same bill as that reported by the select committee 
last session of Congress, of which he had the honot 
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ing chairman. The report made by that 
itee was full and elaborate, containing the 
views of the members with whom he concurred; 
jt was so ample and satisfactory, in his mind, 

gs wo require little additional argumeat on his part 
ip its support. He wotild not, at present, go into 
jeiails, which gentlemen had doubtless seen in that 
He would content himself with stating 
priefly a few leading points, on which the 
shole question must necessarily depend. Now, 
js ibe proposition is to do something for the cur- 
y and exchanges of the country, the first 
yston Which arises is, Does the country 
ynd in need of the interposition of the Gen- 
Government? He believed it would be con- 
wied that the condition of the country was such 
ys to require relief. He would not undertake 
describe that condition—for his imagination 
wuld not furnish him expressions adequate to the 
jescription. He could not depict the wreck of pri- 
wie fortune and public credit which had taken 
within the last few years throughout the 

h and breadth of the Jand. Here is a coun- 
with all the element of prosperity—teeming 
wih fertility—and yet with a people starving in 
he midst of abundance; distress, poverty, and- 
min slaring them in the face; while the abun- 
dance of our harvests is breaking down our grana- 
fies for want of a remunerating market. For all 
this, there mast be some adequate cause. He, and 
those with whot he generally concurred in _politi- 
al views, felt satisfied tha', although tbere might 
be many causes, yet the main one was to be foand 


Bin the derangement of the currency and the ex- 


changes of the country. There might be a diver- 
sity of opinion as to the origin of that derange- 
ment of currency and exchanges; but there could 
be none as to the existence of the fact. 


He believed most seriously that the besetting sin 
of the country was, that questions, which in them- 
slves were purely national questions of general in- 
rest for the whole community, were made the 
uenaof political strife and the watchwords for 
political battle. As long as such questions as bank 
or no bank are made the watchwords of party, de- 
rangement of the currency and exchanges will con- 
nue, and the consequent derangement of the whole 
business affairs of the community. It was high 
time to drop these party distinctions, and think of 
ihe distress of the country, with a view of afford- 
ing such relief as could be derived from our legis- 
lation, The first consideration in the Congress of 
the United States should be, how it can best fulfil 
is duty to the country. He should not hesitate to 
say that it is its duty to unite on some such meas- 
ure of relief as that now proposed by this bill. The 
lime, however, was gone by for asking what ought 
0 be done; and the question now is, What can be 
done? The people are crying out for relief; they 
are looking to this Government for that relief. And 
are gentlemen to fold their arms, and say they can 
do nothing? Here is a measure which will do 
something. It may not accomplish all that could 
be desired; but it will accomplish much. It will 
afford considerable relief. 

It proposes nothing that is not perfectly consist- 
eat with the constitutional powers of the Govern- 
ment—powers necessarily conferred on it for the 
collecting, safekeeping, and disbursement of the 
public revenue. If, in effecting these objects, fa- 
cilities for exchanges and currency can be given, 
itis the duty of the General Government to give 
= The provisions of this bill aim at nothing 

ore. 

Different modes of effecting the objects of col- 
lecting, safekeeping, and disbursing the revenue, 
it connexion with the regulation of the currency 
and exchanges, had been tried since the foundation 
of this Goverament. One was through the me- 
dium of a United States bank; another, through that 
of the pet-bank system; and a third, through that of 
he sub-treasury or independent treasury. 

Mr. T. entered into a long historical detail of 

Operation of each of these systems, which he 
summed up in the conclusion—that a revival of 
any one of them, at the present time, was hopeless, 
if not impracticable. 

Facts should be taken as they exist. It was not 
What one party or another wished to accomplish, 
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but could not accomplish, shoukl be considered; 
but what could be effected. Gentlemen who look- 
ed toa national bank, even if all their anticipa- 
tions could be realized in 1844, would not be able 
to do anything for the relief of the country for 
seven years tocome. It would take them the next 
long session after 1844 to get through a bill. It 
would take another year to negotiate the stock; 
another to get the bank into operation; and at least 
another before the country would begin to feel any 
effects from its operation. What sort of relief 
would this hold out to the present distress under 
which the country was bleeding at every pore? 
Now is the acceptable time to do something. It 
was demanded now, and it was the business and 
the duty of Congress to meet the demand. 

When this plan of an exchequer came up last 
session, considerable discussion took place on the 
question of reference. In that discussion be (Mr. 
Tattumance) did not take part, wishing to reserve 
himself for an unbiassed consideration in commit- 
tee, should he be one of its members. The meas- 
ure had, however, been so fully and so ably de- 
bated, that the views of Senators were disclosed 
at large, and the objections on every side were 
thoroughly understood. 

When, therefore, the subject was referred toa 
special committee, of which he had the honor to 
be chairman, it became the duty of the committee 
to weigh all those objections, and to give to them 
all the importance they deserved. The bill now 
before the Senate had been framed and amended 
with these objections specially in view; and it was 
confidently hoped by the committee that they had 
accomplished the task of preparing a measure 
which steered cleat of them all. 

The first class of objections related to the Exec- 
ulive power which might influence the institution. 
That, the committee proposed to obviate by the 
manner of appointing the commissioners—re- 
quiring the sanction of the Senate, and rendering 
them incapable of being removed, unless on spe- 
cial grounds, and with the assent of the Senate. 
The principle was further carried out in relation to 
the subordinate officers. 


The second class of objections related to the 
purchase of, and dealing in, bills of exchange. 
That provision the committee bad stricken from 
the bill, fully satisfied that it was a dangerous one, 
likely to lead to abuses of the worst kind. They 
substituted for it the power of selling bills of ex- 
change for specie deposites; and the power of col- 
lecting bills of exchange lodged for that purpose, 
and payable in specie. 

Mr. T. pointed out the advantages which would 
be afforded throughout the Union by this mode of 
extending facilities for the transmission of funds 
from one point to another. 

The third class of objections related to the using 
of the powers of the Government for controlling 
the currency and monetary circulation of the coun- 
try, by a currency of its own. 

Now he held to the doctrine, that the Government 
ought not to anticipate its revenues by promises to 
pay; for its affairs should be so regulated that its 
income should not only be sufficient for its wants, 
but sufficient to keep in the treasury a surplus of 
from three to five millions of dollars, to meet 
unforeseen demands. And if at any time it is 
driven to the necessity of anticipating its means, it 
could be done by the temporary expedient of treas- 
ury notes—not to be used as circulation, but in the 
manner which experience had sanctioned. It 
should not go beyond its anticipated revenue, which 
would come in for the redemption of these treas- 
ury notes. If itdid make use of its credit to obtain 
a circulation beyond its anticipated means, the 
country could experience no relief from the excess, 
because it would onlyact asa means of driving 
out of circulation an equal quantity of the 
medium in operation at the time, or not circulate 
at all. The committee had therefore discarded 
from the bill anything like a proposition to author- 
ize a credit circulation. They proposed that the 
bills to be issued should be only for specie deposited, 
dollar for dollar. This was to be the foundation of 
the issues. It might be supposed this would not 
afford any relief, or, if it did, a very limited one. 
Bat he would reply that it must gffo ~very great 
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relief, and of that peculiar and practical kind 
which was felt to be necessary by every one who 
had the least occasion to pass from one part of the 
Union to the other. 

Mr. T. here entered into particulars, to show the 
practical operation. Persons would be able to travel 
all over the Union with the funds of the institution, 
transact business anywhere with them, make remit- 
tances to or from any point, and enjoy all the facil- 
ities which used to be afforded by United Staies 
Bank notes. 

It was not desirable that it should be a bank to 
afford facilities for credit, as persons of good stand- 
ing and credit could obtain the relief of advances 
on their notes from the local banks, and with the 
proceeds they could obtain from this institution 
bills of exchange to make their remittances. 

It was his conviction that the circulation it would 
thus afford would be equal to the average circula- 
tion of the Bank of the United States, which was 
about ten millions. For a long time, it had been 
but six millions; and, in most cases, it had as much 
specie in its vaults as it had bank-rotes in cireu- 
lation. In such cases, its Operatious must have 
been the same, so far as regarded circulation, as 
the operations proposed by this bill. 

The effect on the ordinary circulating mediums 
of the States was fully examined ia the details of 
the committee’s report, to which he referred 

On the whole, he hoped, when Senators would 
come fully to investigaie the subject, and to view 
it with a single eye to the reliet cf the country, 
they would feel satisfied that, while the measure 
could not be objected to on constit stional grounds, 
it would not only (so far as the Government was 
concerned) effect ail the objects proposed, of col 
lecting, safekeeping, and disbursing the public 
revenues; but it would enable it toperform a daty 
which it owed to the country—of affording that re- 
lief which alone could be given by the establish- 
ment of a sound currency and a uniformity of ex- 
changes. Whatever might be the course of othr 
Senators, he, at least, shoald console himself, ua- 
der any disposition that might be made of the bill, 
with the proud consciousness ttat, in bringing it 
forward, and advocating it as he had done, he had 
not only performed his duy to his constitwents, 
but to the country at large 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, the further con- 
sideration of the bill was postponed till to-morrow. 
Then, 

On motion by Mr. MILLER, the bill for re- 
paving and repairing Pennsylvania avenve was 
taken up as in commitiee of the whole; and the sev- 
eral amendments of the Committee on the District 
of Columbia having been adopted, it was reported 
to the Senate, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. 


PRIVATE MAIL EXPRESSES. 

E The Senate then proceeded to consider, asin com- 
mittee of the whole, the unfinished business of the 
morning hour of Thursday last—beiag the bill to 
prevent the employment of private expresses upon 
mail routes, and for the prevention of frauds upom 
the revenues of the Post Office Department ; the 
question pending being the amendment proposed 
by Mr. Porter, to strike out of the second and fifth 
sections the words “‘or other mailable matter what- 
ever;” the effect of which proposition would be, if 
adopted, to permit all matter, except letters, to be 
conveyed by private expresses. 

Mr. MERRICK supposed that the amendmen 
which he introduced on Thursday last, as an ad 
ditional section to the bill, defining the meaning to 
be attached to the words “‘mailable matter,” b 
prescribing what matter was to be chasged wit 

e, would remove the objections of 'he Sena- 
ee Michigan, (Mr. Porrzr.}) Tes amend- 
ment was submitted with the view of removing the 
objections of that Senator; he presumed, there- 
fore, he would waive his am-»iment to strike out 
the words proposed. 

Mr. PORTER replied, substantially, ‘hat the ob 
jection which he had to the use of the words “mail 
able matter,” on account of the indefinite meaning 
which might be attached to them, might be re- 
moved by the amendment defining what was mail 
able matter. But he had a further objection, which 
was not removed by the amendment. That ob- 
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jection was, that the amendment compelled per- 


20ns to deposite in the post office packages of mo- 
ney and manuscrip's. He wished to confine this bill, 
as to whatconstitated mailable matter, to the limita- 
tions of the act of 1825. According to the con- 
struction of the chairman of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads himself, packages of 
bank noies and manuscripts would come within 
tbe denomination of letter postage by the provisions 
of this bill. Mr. P. said, under this view of the 
case, he could not withdraw his amendment, or 
vote for the amendment proposed by the chairman 
of the Post Office Committee, [Mr. Meraicx.} 


He then went into a calculation to show how 
enormous would be the postage on packages of 
manuscripts or bank notes weighing from two to 
three pounds, subject to letter postage, if transmit- 
ted 400 miles or upwards. He characterized this ef- 
effort on the part of the Post Office Department to 
compel newspapers and pamphlets to be transmitted 
throuzh the mail, as a new-born zeal brought into 
action since the passage of the law fixing and limit- 
ing the rates to be paid the railroad companies for 
transporting the mail. By that law, the pay of 
these companies, fur such services, was limited to 
$300 per mile; the right being reserved to the de- 
partment to send one ton, or tour or more per day, 
if necessary. Before the passage of such law, the 
effort was to avoid carrying in the mail so much 
of this kind of printed matier. But now, the effort 
was to force it all through the mail, without regard 
to the additional weight impoced upon those com- 
panies, and the /imitation on their pay. He then 
went into some calculation, showing that, notwith- 
standing those companies performed, in miles, only 
the forty-eighth part of the whole mail service, and 
received one-seventh of the cost for the whole 
service, as stated by the ehairman of the Post 
Office Committee, [Mr. Meraick,} yet he thought 
if the weight of the matter transported was taken 
into consideration, the charge would be found 
to be not so enormous as supposed. 

He then made acaiculation in support of that 
position, showing that, on the road between Balti- 
more and Philadelphia, a distance of about one 
hundred miies, and where the pay for the mail 
service was about $30,000, the quantity of mail- 
able matter transported was equal to four tons per 
day, (two tuns each way,) or 1,460 tons per an- 
num—the pay for which was little more than $1 
per cwt. This he conceived to be but a reasonable 
charge per owt. for such a distance. It seemed to 
be the intention of the Postmaster General to con- 
vey the idea that those companies received an 
enormous price for the service they perform. Such 
was not the case. The annual cost for carrying 
the mail, he had understood, on the very route 
cited above, previous to the erection of the rail- 
road, exceeded the present cost, and at one time 
amounted to $40,000. He then went on to argue 
that, even if the Government did pay these comra- 
nies a high price for the service they performed, 
yet something was due to the States and to the in- 
dividuals who had constructed those roads for the 
convenience of the public, on account of the great- 
ness of the undertaking, and the vast and unprofit- 

able outlay of money. He was unwilling to make 
those roads contribute to the payment of the taxes 
properly payable by other portions of the country, 
to sustain the Post Office Depatiment. He con- 
cluded with some further remarks in support of bis 
amendment. 

Mr. MILLER, as one of the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, which had reported the 
bill, felt that it was due to the chairman to state 
that he had concurred with him not only in its ne- 
cessity, on the special grounds stated in its provi- 
sions, but as a preliminary and necessary step pt 
the other important biils contemplated by the : 
mittee—one of which wasa reduction of postage. 
He entered at large into the subject of the losses 
and disadvantages which the Post Office labered un- 
der in consequénce of the competition from private 
expresses, and showed the necessity for putting 
them down; which he contended could not be ef- 
fected unless by carrying out the provisions of the 
bill, as intended to be modified by the chairman’s 
amendment. 


Mr. CONRAD, as a member of the commitiee, 


also expressed his conviction that this mea:ure was 
indispensable for the preservation of the Post Of- 
fice Depariment. It made litile difference whether 
the quesiion really at issue came up on the amend- 
ment proposed by the Senator from Michigan, [Mr. 
Porrter,] or tbe Senator from Maryland, (Mr. Mer- 
RICK;] it was still a question whether the com- 
petition of these private expresses operating 
so injariously to the interests of the depart- 
ment, should be suffered to monopolize the most 
profilable part of the business, or should be sup- 
pressed? He argued at considerable length to 
show that already these private expresses had made 
great inroads on the only valuable routes of the 
regular mail, and that they would continue to en- 
croach till they would also destroy the letter-carry- 
ing business, unless this bill were passed. 


Mr. WALKER supported the bill by reference 
to the expenses of the West, where, in consequence 
of the facilities afforded by steamboat communica- 
tion from Pittsburg to New Orleans, the Post Office 
Department must suffer an annual loss of postage 
on letiers and mail-matter of not less than from 
one to two hundred thousand dollars. It was a 

*common practice for large commission houses to 
have tin boxes on board these boats, for carrying 
letters and parcels from one city to another—their 
correspondents having one key, and themselves 
another. 

A commission house of this kind in Vicksburg 
or Natchez could invite all their customers to put 
their letters in their tin boxes; and for twenty-five 
cents paid to the steamboat for its earriage, mail 
matter amounting to hundreds of dollars might be 
tranrmiited. Five or six commission houses, and 
five er six rich planters connected with them—hav- 
ing the control of their steamboats, in consequence 
of being able to freight them—could get ail their 
letters postage free from New Orleans to Natchez, 
and then to any city on the line of navigation; 
while the producing classes in the interior of the 
country had to pay donble postage, because the 
department cannot reduce the rates so long as these 
frauds ure practised. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. CHOATE 
and SIMMONS until half-past 3 o’clock; when, 

On motion of Mr. CHOATE, the Senate ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, February 6, 1843. 

Mr. KEIM presented the petition of John S. 
Jennings, asking compensation for revolutionary 
services. ‘ 

Mr. MOORE presented evidence in support of 
the claim of John D. 8. Arden: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of Timothy Denore: referred 
to the Committee on Invalid Pensions. 


BANKRUPT ACT. 


Mr. CLIFFORD, on leave, presented the follow- 
ing resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Maine: 

STATE OF MAINE. 
RESOLVES RELATING TO THE BANKRUPT ACT, 

Resolved, That the Senators in Congress from this State be, 
and they hereby are, instructed, and the Representatives re- 
quested, to use their constant and continued exertions for the 
immediate and unconditional repeat of the bankrupt act, pass. 
ed at the extra session of the 27th Congress. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing resolution, signed by 


the Governor, be forwarded by thé Secretary of State to eac 
of said Senators and Representatives. 


In the House of Representatives, January 31, 1843: 
DAVID DUNN, Speaker. 
In Senate, February Ist, 1843: 


EDWARD KAVANAGH, President. 
February 1, 1843—Approved: 
JOHN FAIRFIELD. 


PHILIP C. JOHNSON, 
Secretary of State. 
Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 


VIRGINIA RESOLUTIONS. 


Mr. HOPKINS, on leave, presented certain 
resolutions lately adopted by the Pegislatare of the 
State of Virginia, asserting it, as the opinion of 
the Legislature, that a representative is bound to 
obey the willof his constituents, or to resign his 
seat—declaring that Wma. S. Arcuen, one of the 
Senators from that State in the Congress of the 
United States, by his votes in favor of a bank of 
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the United States, and for the repeat of iha; Provis 


ion of the Jaw for the distribution of the pr 

of the sales of the public lands, which provided 
distribulion should cease whenever the duties y 
imports are increased beyond twenty per cen; has 
violated that great principle, and disregarded the 
known wishes of his corstituents. Also, instrye 
ting the Senators, and requesting the Represenis, 
tives from the State to vote for the repeal of iy, 
tariff acts of the last session; 10 vote against an 
tariff act not solely for revenue; to endeayor : 
procure a repeal of the distribution act; to Vote 
against, and use all proper means to prevent the 
incorporation of a bank of the United Sta 
any other institution with banking powers; and lo 
use all proper means to procure a repeal of the 
caer law: laid on the table, and ordered io ty 
printed. 

Mr. ROOSEVELT said that a report had been 
printed, and laid on their tables, purporting io by 
the report of the Committee on the Judiciary in 
favor of the claim of Joseph Nourse. This was a 
mistake; the commitiee having reported against the 
claim, and this being the report of a single mem. 
ber, which was rejected by the majority. He pre- 
sumed that it was printed as the report of the 
committee by mistake, under the order directing 
the printing of the papets relating to the case. The 
only way to correct the error, in his opinion, wou) 
be to direct the Clerk, ia making up the document 
of the House, to leave it out. 

Mr. C. J. INGERSOLL said that, as the re. 
port was drawn up by him, it was proper for him 
to say that he knew nothing about the way it came 
to be printed. . 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to recommit 
the report; but after some conversation, in which 
Messrs. ROOSEVELT, BOWNE, and McKEN. 
NAN took part, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON withdrew his motion; 
and the first motion of Mr. Rooseve tr, to direct 
the Clerk to leave out the paper in making up the 
public documents, was pat and carried. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of 
the Union. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD called for the regular order 
of business, which 

The SPEAKER said was reports of committees, 


WABASH AND ERIE CANAL. 
Mr. WHITE of Indiana, on leave, presented 
the joint resolutions of the Legislature of Indiana 
on the subject of the Wabash and Erie Canal; 
which were laid on the table, and ordered to be 
rinted. 

Mr. COWEN, from the Committee of Claims, 
to which had been referred the petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Philadelphia on the subject, re- 
ported a bill to indemnify Amos Kendall for dam- 
ages recovered against him by Stockton & Stokes, 
for his decision against them while in the perform. 
ance of his duty as Postmaster General, accompa- 
nied by a report on the case. 

The Committee of Claims, in their report to the 
House of Representatives, made by Mr. Cowss, 
in the case of Amos Kendall, among other things, 
hold the following language: 

“From all the evidence in the case, the committee are satis- 
fied that Mr. Kendall was governed bya desire to guard the 
Post Office Department, over which he presided, against loss, 
by allowances which he believed unjust and illegal. That 
purpose was adhered to with unusual pertinacity, but not from 
any design to do injustice tothe contractors. It is believed to 
be important that honest guardians of the treasury should 
not be permitted to suffer for their fidelity. tis not often 
that public officers err, as Mr. Kendall did, in favor of the 
United States; and if those who, in their zeal to save the tress: 
ury from unjust claims upon it, are subjected to suits for dam- 
es, and imprisonment, for whatever error they may commit, 
without indemnity or relief, we may well question whether, 
in all cases of doubt to which the Government is a party, ‘he 
decisions will not be in favor of the claimant, especially when 
it is considered that errors against the Government are very 
rarely made the subject of serious complaint.” 


The bill having been read twice, Mr. COWEN 
moved to make it the special order of the day for 
Friday next. 

The SPEAKER said that Friday was already 
set apart for other business. 

Mr. COWEN was aware that the way was 
entirely blocked up, and that the public business 
was very pressing; but there was no chance of get- 
ting this bill considered, unless a special day ¥8* 
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for it. He apprehended that the House, 

deeds an examination of this case, would find that 

d tha: ME ix was one of the strongest tbat had ever been pre- 
v ited for its interposition. It was a case that 

foie wanted a hearing to insure its favorable con- 

d the ME sideration, and that hearing could only be obtained 

struc. Ma by assigning & special day for its consideration. 

nia. ME Mr. C. concladed by moving that the bill be made 

of the ihe special order of the day for Friday next. 

t any The SPEAKER said that Friday was set apart 

OF to for other business. 

Vote Mr. COWEN then moved Saturday; bat 

It the Tbe SPEAKER said that Saturday was also 


s, up. 
at ig —. COWEN then moved to take up the bill 


Ww. 
0 be Mr. GARRETT DAVIS argued that the case 
should be referred to the Committee on the Judi- 


cary: 
10 be Mr. COWEN was satisfied that, if the gentle- 
Y, in man from Kentucky would turn his aitention to 
aS a the case, he would readily agree that no examina- 
tthe tion was necessary. There was no difficulty in 
en. the way. It wasacase in which a public officer 


Pte. had suffered loss by endeavoring to protect the 
the public interests; and, in his opinion, the House 
ting should protect such officers from Joss or damage. 
The On the first trial of this case, the court being satis- 
ould fied that the jury had given vindictive damages, 
eats get the verdict aside, and granted a new trial; and, 


upon the second trial, the jury unanimously cer- 
Te. tified that they were satisfied that Mr. Kendall 


him acied from the purest motives, and in what he 
ame HR believed to be the strict line of his duty. 

, Mr. J. C. CLARK called Mr. C. to order. 
re Mr. COWEN went on, and endeavored to ex- 
~ plain the case, It was simply this: Mr. Kendall 


declined to comply with an award of the Solicitor 
of the Treasury, under the direction of Congress; 


ae and, upon a mandamus from the district court, he 
rect didcomply with it. He understood that Mr. K. 
the acted under the advice of the President and his 
es cabinet. 
of Mr. J. C. CLARK again called Mr. C. to order, 
and he took his seat. 
der Mr.G@. DAVIS said that they had passed laws 
to prohibit extra allowances to guard the public 
es, treasury against abuses, and the Executive and 
the public officers had laughed at them. Here 
ed was a similar case. A law had been passed, which 
na itwas Mr. Kendall’s duty to carry into execution; 
al; yet he had set it at defiance, and now came and 
be asked to be relieved from the consequences. Now, 
he thought that it was a proper subject of inquiry 
is for the Judiciary Committee to consider how far 
*y a public officer should act on his own opinions in 
ee opposition to a law of Congress; and he hoped the 
n bill would be referred to that committee. 
S, Mr. JOHN C. CLARK stated that there were 
u- two propositions before the House: one was to 
a- take the bill up and consider it now; and the other 
was to refer it to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
ne He (Mr. C.) was against both of them, and 
‘, thought that the subject should be considered in 
s, Committee of the Whole House. He did not pre- 


tend to say whether this was a just claim or not, 
s- but it was due to the members of the House that 
. they should have an opportunity to take this report 
home with them, and consider it, before being com- 
pelled to vote on it. He did not admire that sort 
of railroad legislation, which would take a bill up 
and pass it on the very day it was introduced; and 
he thought it would not be slighting the committee 
who had made a report in this case, to take it up 
and examine it in Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. COWEN said that, being opposed, as he 
always had been, to the consumption of the time 
of the House, he would not press his motion, but 
would acquiesce in the reference to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

question was then put, and the bill and re- 
port were referred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HUBARD, from the Committee of Claims, 
reported a bill for the relief of George Harrison, 
paymaster in the Kentucky militia during the last 
war; which was twice read, and referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House. 

Also, he presented several adverse reports, 
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offer a joint resolution for rewarding the officers 
who were engaged in the exploring expedition: 
objected to, and not received. 


was agreed to,) directing the Commitiee of Ways 
and Means to inquire into the expediency of ma- 
king a suitable appropriation for the repairs of the 
public pier near Port Penn, in the Delaware 
river, together with the lands and tenements there- 
unto belonging, the jurisdiction thereof having 
been ceded to the United States by an act of the 
General Assembly of the State of Delaware, passed 
January 29, 1791, with the express understanding 
of the General Government, declared by acts of 
Congress approved August 7, 1789, and July 22, 
1790, to pay all necessary expenses to support the 
boundaries, and repair the said piers, on condition 
of such cession being made. 


Indian Affairs, made an adverse report on the claim 
of Caleb Atwater. 
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EXPLORING EXPEDITION. 
Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland asked leave to 


committee were of opinion that it wou'd be 1 vid- 
ious to reduce in an isolated case, when the officer 
was receiving no greater excess of salary thannive- 
tenths of the officers of the Government. The 
subject of salaries generally had been referred toa 
select committer, from whom it was expected that 
a general bill, reducing all salaries, as far as pro- 
priety would admit, would be received; and to that 
committee they wished tbis particular case to go, 
with the report of the committee. But now a mi- 
nority of the Committee on Public Buildings—nay, 
a single member of that committee, on his own 
motion, sought a suspension of the rules for the 
introduction of a bill in this isolated case, without 
waiting for the printing of the report just made, 
and now it was put upon its engrossment, and a 
disposition was shown to pass it right off. Where 
was his colleague from New York, [Mr. J.C. 
Crarx,] who, a few minutes ago, protested against 
hasty legis'ation when a bill was before the House, 
supported by the unanimous vote of the Committee 
of Claims, for the relief of Amos Kendali?—a bill 
which the chairman of that committee declared 
had more merits than any other bill which had 
been reported to this Hlouse. He was silent now; 
and when a bill relating to the salary of an officer, 
who was in the situation of nearly all other officers 


























PORT PENN. 
Mi. RODNEY submitted a resolution, (which 


Mr. WM. O. BUTLER, from the Committee on 


POTOMAC BRIDGE. 






the District of Columbia, reported a bill to provide 
for the completion of the Potomac bridge; which 
was read twice, and committed. 


had directed him to report the following resolu- 
tion, which was agreed to: 


picate to this House a full statement of the manner in which 
the several sums of money appropriated for the repair of the 
Potomac bridge have been expended—in which the sums paid 
for materials, and to whom paid, the sums paid for work and 
labor, and to whom, and the nature of the work and labor they 
severally performed, shall be separately stated. And that he 
also inform this House whether the officers, superintendents, 
and hands employed upen said bridge, in its repair, have 
been paid by the day, month, or year, and at what rate; and 
whether any officer, superintegdent, or hand, so employed, has, 
during his employment, received compensation for any other 
public service, and how much. 


Pensions, made an adverse report on the case of 
Thomas W. Drewry. 


COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC BUILDINGS. 


Buildings and Grounds—who were instructed, by 
a resolution of this House of the 30th day of De- 
cember last, to inquire into the expediency of abol- 
ishing the office of Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings in this city, or of reducing his compensation— 
made a written report, in which the committee set 
forth the inexpediency of abolishing the office. 
They, however, thought the salary should be re- 
duced; but they deemed it invidious to reduce the 
salary of this officer, without embracing in the 
same bill the salaries of other officers of the Gov- 
ernment similarly situated, which, with the same 
propriety and justice, required reduction. 


printed, (which was agreed to,) and that it be re- 


Mr. UNDERWOOD, from the Committee for 


In connexion with this subject, the committee 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to commu- 


Mr. BAKER, from the Committee on Invalid 


Mr. BOWNE, from the Committee on Pabiic 


He was understood to move that the report be 


ferred to the Select Committee on Retrenchment. 


Mr. BOARDMAN said he hada bill on that 
subject, which he wished to present; and for the in- 
troduction of which, as objection was made, he 
moved a suspension of the rules. 

The bill was read, for the information of the 
House. It was “An act to fix the compensation 
of the Commissioner of Public Buildings,” and 
proposed to fix the salary at $2,000, instead of 
$3,000, as heretofore. 

Mr. CLIFFORD hoped the bill would be re- 
ceived, and passed. 

The House agreed to suspend the rules for its 
reception; and the bill was read a first and second 


time. 

Mr. FILLMORE said it would be better to put 
the bill on its third reading. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved its engrossment, 
with that view. 

The yeas and nays were called for. 

Mr. BOWNE said the Committee on the Public 
Buildings, pursuant to the instructions of the 
House, had given this subject a pretty thorough 
investigation; and, while they agreed that the sal- 
ary of the Commissioner should be reduced, the 































of this Government, was brought in, it was pusbed 
through with hot haste, and was to be passed with- 
out any consideration whatever. 


He (Mr. B.) 
was not opposed to retrenchment, but in favor of 
it; but he was opposed to the oppression of an in- 
dividwal when he saw that he was singled out by 
the malice of one man—he did not mean any cne 
member of this House, or of a committee of this 
House—but a single man who was out of either, 
but resident in this city—while others io a similar 
situation were left untouched. 


Mr. HOPKINS said this bill proposed to reduce 
the salary of the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings, and they had the statement of she gentleman 
from New York (Mr. Bowne] that the commities 
unanimously favored the reduction; and yet objec- 
tion to the passage of this bill came from that gen- 
tleman alone, after he had presented a report from 
a committee recommending such reduction—which 
committee should have reported a bill to carry out 
theirown recommendation. The Houre, however, 
had permitted one of its members to report a bill, 
and he did not deem its passage, under all the cir- 
cumstances, to be legislatingin hot haste. What 
did the bill propose? To reduce the salary of a 
subordinate officer of the Government to $2,000—a 
sum exceeding the salary of many of the Governors 
of the States of this Union, and of many of the 
judges of the States, whose station required talents 
and energies far greater and superior to those 
required by the duties of the office in question. At 
this late period of the session, he thought he should 
best consult the wishes of the House by demanding 
the previous question. He however withdrew that 
motion, at the request of 

Mr. BOARDMAN, who, in the course of some 
observulions, said it was of some consequence that 
this salary should be fixed before the genera! ap- 
propriation bill was passed, as thereby provision 
must be made for its payment. 

Mr. WARD, as a member of the Commitice on 
the Public Buildings and Grounds, said they were 
in favor of a reduction of this salary, but they 
thought it would be invidious to reduce it alone, 
especially while the postmaster of the House, 
whose services were only for three months one 
year, and about six months the next, was receiving 
$1,500 per annum; and Wilson, who oceupied the 
place of an officer in the rotando, received $1,500 
for walking about there. It appeared to him that 

se salaries should be reduced also. Now, what 

ere the duties of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings? 

The fee-simple of the land on which all the pub- 
lic buildings stand, and of all the reservations and 
unsold lots in the city of Washington, isin the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings, as sueerssor 
of the three first Commissioners appointed by Gen- 
eral Washington. ‘The original conveyances, and 
the plats of the divisions of the lands between the 
proprietors and the commissioners, aud al! the Jet- 
ters, minute-books, accounts, and papers of every 
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description in relation to the city, are filed away in 
the office of ine Commissioner. The books of the 
squares, reservations, &c., with the divisions of the 
squares into lots, with the number of square feet in 
each lot, are also kept in this office. These records 
are the property of the General Government, and 
have been placed in a fire-proof office, under the 
charge of an officer appointed by the Government, 
and responsible to it for the faithful discharge of 
his duties. His principal duties are as follows: 

To report to the House of Representatives, at 
the commencement of the session, copies of all the 
contracts for the past year, the names of the appli- 
cants for said contracts, and the amount of their 
respective bids. 

o make to Congress, annually, at the com- 
mencement of the year, a report of the manner in 
which all appropriations for the public buildings 
and grounds have been applied. 

To submit ail the estimates for public buildings 
and groands to the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds, to be examined and approved by 
them, before they are reported to the House. 

To form all the contracts, and disburse all the 
moneys for materials furnished, or labor per- 
formed. 

To have a general superintendence of all per- 
sons under him in the employment of the Govern- 
ment, and to pay them monthly the amount of their 
wages. 

To atiend at his office to the calls of all persons 
on matters of business; to make examinations for 
them; and to furnish reports, papers, and evi- 
dence from the records of his office, when called 
for. 

To asceriain the number and value of public 
lots; to make sales of the same, when necessary; to 
execute deeds of conveyance to the purchaser.; and 
to account for the proceeds. 

To select and value donation lots. 

To attend to suits depending between the United 
States and individuals in relation to the public 
lots. 

To cause regular entries io be made of a!l the 
moneys paid away on account of the Government, 
and to keep each appropriation separate and dis- 
tinct, and to procure vouchers (at his own risk) that 
will pass the treasury. 

To see that the necessary alterations and repairs 
are made at the Capitol and the President's House; 
and that the grounds at each place are kept in 
proper order. 


To take charge of the public reservations and 
lots belonging to Government; and to protect from 
injury the buildings, trees, shrubs, enclosures, cul- 
verts, pipes, bydrants, cisterns, lamps and bridges; 
and to prevent the removal of any stone, gravel, 
sand, or other property of the United States, on 
any part of the public grounds or lots belonging 
to the United States, in the city of Washington. 

To take an inventory of the plate and furniture 
at the President’s Mouse, when the President’s 
term of service expires. 

To take charge of the house and furniture in the 
absence of the President and his family, and to 
remove the plate to seme place of safety. 

To keep in order the iron pipes that conduct the 
water from Smith’s spring, by the Capitol, to the 
General Post Office, and to the Treasury and Siate 
Departments; and from Fountain square to the 
President’s House, and to the War and Navy De- 
partments—a distance of more than three miles. 
These, with the fire plugs, are frequently out of 
order, and require much attention. 

To take charge of the Potomac bridge; to cause 
it to be properly lighted; to guard against wanton 


injuries and obstructions; and to preserve a a 
y 


police on, or near it, so. as to insure the safet 

the passengers and of the public property; to ap- 
point three efficient draw-keepers, and to see that 
they discharge their duties faithfully. 

To cause the rules and regulations prescribed by 
the joint orders of the presiding officers of the two 
Houses of Congress, for the care, preservation, 
and orderly keeping and police of the Capitol and 
its appurtenances, to be enforced by the five watch- 
men or police officers appointed by bim, and who 


are re-ponsible to him for the faithful discharge of 


their duties. 
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To prohibit refreshments to be sold in any part 
of the building or its appendages, except in such 
reoms as are appropriated to that purpose by Con- 
gress; and that the bills of rates of the restaurateurs 
(afier having been approved by him) be kept past- 
ed up in each room, 

To cause the Capitol square and the Peansyl- 
vania avenue to be preperly lighted up on dark 
rainy nights, and when the moon affords no light. 

To pay the capiain and the auxiliary watch 
their compensation monthly, and to settle the ac- 
count at the proper department. 

The head of each bureau has under him many 
experienced and well-informed clerks, who can 
transact, and have transacted, the business of the 
office, for weeks ata time, in the absence of the 
chief, without any public inconvenience. Not so 
with the Commissioner of Public Buildings. The 
nature of his duties is such as to require his almost 
daily attention to, and inspection of, the various 
subjects committed to his charge. 

The Commissioner has disbursed and accounted 
for more than one million eight hundred thousand 
dollars within the last six years; and will have 
heavy disbursements to make every year. More 
fire-proof buildings are needed, and must be built, 
to protect from the ravages of the fire the very 
many valuable papers and documents which are 
now deposited in unsafe buildings, and in rented 
houses. As the improvements increase, the duties 
of the Commissioner are necessarily increased. 

_ Now, while the committee were disposed to have 
the salary of the Commissioner reduced, they 
thought, in justice to that officer,who had faithfully 
discharged his duties, he should not be selected for 
retrenchment, while others were left untouched. 
He (Mr. Warp) was in favor of retrenchment; 
and he hoped and trusted it would go on. He 
hoped the House would proceed, as he was sure 
there was a disposition to retrench—to carry it out 
in the bill making appropriations for the navy, 
which was partially discussed; and not only in the 
navy and the army, but in the civil offices likewise; 
and that the House would not thus invidiously se- 
lect an officer who had faithfully discharged his 
duties. 

Mr. BRONSON moved to amend the bill, by 
striking out $2,000, and inserting $1,500; and on 
this he moved the previous question. 

The previous question was seconded, the main 
question was ordered, and the amendment of the 
gentleman from Maine [Mr. Bronson] was agreed 
ic; thereby reducing the salary from $3,000 to 
$1,500. 

Mr. ARNOLD was desirous to amend the bill, 
by appending thereto his bill to reduce the com- 
pensation of members of Congress; but he was in- 
formed that such a motion was not in order. The 
bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. WISE requested the gentleman from Ten- 
nessee [Mr. ARNOLD] to move to recommit the bill, 
for the purpose of making it embrace all the other 
reductions which had been proposed—-and especially 
that of the gentleman from Tennessee, to reduce 
the pay of members of Congress. As he had the 
floor, he (Mr. W.) would make that motion in the 
name of the gentleman from Tennessee. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved the previous question. 

Mr. BOWNE called for the yeas and nays. 

Mr. ARNOLD hoped the previons question 
would not be entertained; as, thereby, his motion 
would be cut off. 

Mr. WISE. Will the previous question cut off 
my motion to recommit? 

The SPEAKER replied in the affirmative. 

Mr. WISE. Well, we want the yeas and nays 
on it. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. The pre- 
vious question was then seconded—the vote in the 
affirmative (taken by Messrs. Wetter and Linn) 
being 110. The noes were not taken. 

Mr. McKENNAN then moved that the bill be 
laid on the table. 

This motion was rejected—yeas 31, nays 161, as 
follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Adams, Barton, Bowne, William O. But- 
jer, John Campbell, Staley N. Clarke, Cross, Cushing, Daw- 
son, Doig, Everett, Gilmer, Creagme, Henry, Holmes, How- 


ard, William W. Irwin, age) ennan, Powell, Alexan- 
der H. H. Stuart, Sumter, Taliaferro, Richard W. Thompeen, 


Underwood, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Ed 
and Wise—31. eee Bie 
NAYS—Mesasrs. Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ar 


ton, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Breen ei Ather. 


Black, Blair, Boardman, Boyd, Brewster, Briggs.’ 
Bronson, A- V. Brown, M. Brown, C. Brown, Torment 
Burke, Burnell, William Butler, Green W. Caldwel! PS 
rick €. Caldwell, Calhoun, William B. Campbell, Tho” 
J. Campbell, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Chi 
Chittenden, John C. Clark, Clifford, Clinton, Colquitt, ie, 


Cooper, Mark A. Cooper, Cowen, Cranston, Chea 
Daniel, Garrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Dean, Debery’ 


Doan, Eastman, John Edwards, Egbert, Fessenden, rie 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Lowel 
Foster, Thomas F. Foster, Gamble, Gates, Gentry, Gerry Git 
dings, William O. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gwin, Hale 
Hays, Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hubard, Hudson, Hua 
Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave dehanee 
Keim, John P, Kennedy, Andrew Kennedy, Lane, Linn, Li 
tlefield, Abraham McClellan, Robert McClellan, McKay 
McKeon, Mallory, Alfred Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathice 
Mathews, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Medill, Meriwether 
Mitchell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, 
Osborne, Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Payne, Pearce, Pep’ 
dleton, Pope, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, Rayner, Reed, Red. 
ing, Rencher, Reynolds, Ridgway, Riggs, Rodney, Rogers 
Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltongtai’ 
Sanford, Saunders, Sewell, Shepperd, Shields, Trymay, 
Smith, William Smith, Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Btokely 
Stratton, John T. Stuart, Summers, Sweney, Jacob Thomp. 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Turney, War. 
ren, Washington, Westbrook, Joseph L. White, Christopher 
H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthrop. Wood, Yorke. 
Augustus Young, and John Young—161. 

The main question was ordered to be now put; 

’ 

and the bill passed. 

Mr. FILLMORE inquired whether the morning 
hour had not expired? 

The SPEAKER said it had. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into a Commitiee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the House go into 
committee, with a view to take up his retrenchment 
bill, No. 548—[laughter]—the most important bill 
now before Congress. 

The SPEAKER decided that the motion of the 
gentleman from New York [Mr. Fittmore] had 
precedence. 

Mr. M. A. COOPER, by general consent, intro. 
duced a bill “amendatory of the act establishing a 
branch mint at Dahlonega, Georgia, and defining 
the duties of assayer and coiner.” The bill was 
read twice, and ordered to lie on the Speaker’s ta- 
ble for the action of the House, 

Mr. ARNOLD rose to a question of order. He 
wished to know wheiher he was to understand the 
Speaker as having decided that bis motion to go 
into Committee of tae Whole on a particular bill 
(No. 548) was out of order? 


The SPEAKER said that the motion of the gen- 
tleman from New York had precedence. He sug- 
gested that the gentleman from Tennessee [Mr. 
ARNOLD] might attain his object by moving to take 
up his bill in committee, which a majority would 
be competent to do. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he never could get the floor 
in committee. The presiding officer always bap- 
pened to be against him. 

Mr. GILMER gave notice that he should take 
the earliest opporiunity, when the House resolved 
itself into Committee of the Whole, to move to 
take up the bill reported last session from the Se- 
lect Committee on the Currency. 

The question was then taken on going into com- 
mittee, and decided in the affirmative—ayes 104, 
noes notcounted. (Mr. ALLEN of Maine took the 
chair.) 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the commillee post 
pone the further consideration of the navy bill, with 
a view to take up his bill, (No. 548 ) 

Tellers were ordered, [Messrs. Reapand Unpsk- 
woop,] and reported ayes 55, noes 79. 

So the committee refused to postpone the navy 
appropriation bill. 

NAVAL APPROPRIATIONS. 


The committee then resumed the consideration 
of the bill making appropriations for the support 
of the navy; the question being on the amendment 
of Mr. Meriweruer, reducing the pay of the 
officers twenty per cent. 

Mr. Prorrit (who was entitled to the floor) 
not being in the hall, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON observed that the ques- 
tion before the committee was a very limited one, 
and should not, he thought, bring on any general 
debate as to the merits of the navy or its size. It was 
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Jy a question of dollars and cents to the officers, 

43 such only, should be considered. When 
wy resent Secretary of the Navy came into office, 

padea large addition to the efficers, much greater 

y had been made in any preceding administra- 
-»: and ihe number, therefore, being so greatly in- 

sed, offered another reason why the pay should 

qidown. If (said Mr.J) you must have so 
officers, you must have them at a lower pay. 
chairmar of the Naval Committee, [Mr. 

in his remarks on this subject the other 
iy,bad made a mistake, which he wished to cor- 

The gentleman said that there was but lit- 
» increase Of \pe pay of the officers by the act of 
335; and he went on to say, that, if the amend- 
yt prevailed, it would cut them down to less 
» what they received prior to that act. Now, 
the act of 1835, the increase of pay, according 
pis understanding of it, amounted to but little 
tof one hundred percent. The report of the 
getaty of the Navy of the Ist March, 1842, 
pwed that, prior to the actof 1835, captains re- 
zived $100 per month, and eight rations per day; 
1d that would amount to the sum of $1,950, 
hich common captains were entitled to. He 
as aware (bat, besides this, they had extra al- 
owances for fuel and quarters, &c.; but he appre- 
nded that these emoluments did not amount to 
ore ban five or six hundred dollars per year— 
king, in all, a pay of $2,500 per year. But, 
nder the act of 1835, the senior captain was enti- 
410 $4,500; captains commanding squadrons to 
000; and captains on leave, $3,500. Now, this 
powed for the senior captain a pay of nearly one 
andred per cent. Over the pay prior to 1835. In 
ddition to this $4,500,be receives one ration per day. 
be gentleman, in his history of the act of 1835, gave 
he mode in which an investigation was made by a 
committee of the House into the pay of the offi- 
ers, and their expenses of living; and said that 
ibe naval officers were admitied to the conferences 
of the committee. Now, he apprehended that if 
the gentleman would call the officers of the other 
departments of the Government before a commit- 
we, to inquire what pay they should receive, he 
would find none of them disposed to be very eco- 
pomical. He would observe, however, that, at 
ibe time the act of 1835 was passed, the Govern- 
nent bad so much money that it did not know what 
odo with it; and hence the liberal scale by which 
ibe pay of the navy was graduated. 

Mr. WISE asked if he was to understand the 
gentleman that the pay of the captains was advanced 
vearly one hundred per cen!. by the act of 1835. 
The gentleman admitted that they received $2 500 
pror to 1835, so that a reduction of twenty per 
cen. would bring them down to where they were 
when that act was passed. Mr. W. then referred 
o the English and French services. The pay of 
British flag officers, [admirals,] was 12,775 dollars 
perannam; that of French rear admirals, 42,112 
{ranes, or 8,200 dollars per annum. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON apprehended that the 
gentleman would not contend that we ought to give 
our post captains as much as admirals in the Brit- 

navy. It was not the question, with us, what 
ibe British or French Governments paid their 
oficers; but the question was, what we should give 
our naval officers, in proportion to the salaries of 
olher officers of the Government, theservices render- 
ed by them, and the rate of living in this country. 

In 1835, when the act was passed, the price of 
every article of living was almost double what it 
tow is, and the country had its treasury full to 
cvertlowing. Now, the treasury was empty, and 

Prices of living were very much reduced. 
n they came to look at the pay of the senior 

‘aptains, (§4,500,) they would find that there were 
very few officers of the Government who received 
such high salaries; and yet there were sixty-eight or 
‘a'y-nine of them, when there was no earthly 
feason why there should be so many. 

If the amendment of the gentleman from Geor- 
fa prevailed, naval captains would then get $3,600 
per annum, and-commanders $2,100. Lieutenants 
dow received $1,800 per year—more than a mem- 
ber of Congress; and he would ask if there was 
‘nything in the service of these officers that entitled 

‘o greater pay than members of that House? 
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Compare the labors of one with the othef, together 
with the compensation they received, and it would 
be agreed by all that members of that House would 
do well to exchange with officers of the navy. He 
admitted the importance ef the navy; yet he could 
not agree that there was any necessity for increas- 
ing the number of officers to the extent that had 
been done bythe present Secretary. He trusted 
that the next Congress, when they come here, 
would take up the navy and army bo:h, and bring 
them down to a size commensufate with the pres- 
ent situation of the country. The expenditures of 
the Government never could be brought within 
reasonable limits until both these branches of the 
public service were greatly reduced. 

Mr. FESSENDEN opposed the amendment at 
considerable length, and objected to the mode in 
which the reduction was proposed to be made—in 
an appropriation bill, instead of a special bill for 
the pufpove, afier a mature examination of the 
whole subject by a committee of the House. He 
Was not satisfied with the arguments brought for- 
ward by the gentlemen from Georgia and Ten- 
nessee, that the expenses of living were so much 
reduced below what they were in 1835, that the 
pay of the officers should be reduced accordingly. 
He had seen no evidence of this, and did not be- 
lieve that the navy officers were subjected to less 
expense for living now, than they then were. He did 
not believe that the reduction of the pay of the 
navy was the proper way to correct the abuses in 
it; and he thought that many of these abuses were 
more to be charged to the administration at the 
head of the Government than to the navy. It was 
the restoration of officers to their rank and pay, who 
had been broken by the proper tribunals, that 
tended more to destroy the discipline and efficiency 
of the navy than anything else. He commented 
on the restoration of Captain Levy, after being 
court-martialed four times; and of the evil influ- 
ence which such examples exercised in the navy. 
He quoted the opinion of a distinguished officer, 
that Democracy would be subversive of all order 
on board a man-of-war; and reprobated inflamma- 
tory adoresses on shore respecting the navy, which 
were productive of a disorganizing spirit in the 
service. He ‘hen proceeded with some remarks 
on the subject generally. 

Mr. GORDON said it seemed to be conceded 
on all hands that in the year 1835 the pay 
of officers in the navy was very much increased; 
and the chairman of the Commitiee on Naval Af- 
fairs[Mr. Wisk] had undertaken to account for 
that increase on the ground that the pay of the of- 
ficers before that time was insufficient. Now, his 
recollection was (though he was not a member of 
this House at that time, and his information was 
consequently derived from what was published in 
the newspapers of tbe day) that the ground of com- 
plaint was not so much that the officers of the 
navy were under paid, as that they were not so well 
paid as the officers of the army and the officers 
employed in other branches of the public service. 
This general recollection of his was strengthened 
by a document which he heid in bis hand. He 
then quoted from that document (which was con- 
tained in Gales and Seaton’s Debates) the follow- 
ing statement: 

“There are now but four captains of the navy 
commanding squadrons—called commodores by 
courtesy—who each receive, while employed as 





such, $100 per month - - $1,200 00 
Sixteen rations per diem, at 25 cents 1,440 00 
Allowance for cabin furniture - 300 00 

$2,940 00 
Major general’s pay per year - - 8,807 64 
Balance in favor of major general ~- $5867 64 


Brigadier general’s pay and emoluments, 
including fuel at $150 : - $6,048 32 
Captain of the navy, commanding a ship 
of the line - - - - 2,160 00 


Balance in favor of brigadier general - $3,888 32 





All the brigadiers in the army receive the pay of 
major generals; and nearly, if not quite, all the 
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colonels receive brigadier’s pay; while the sea pay 
of a captain in the navy, with ali his allowances, 
is per year : : ; - $2,160 
Shore pay . : ‘ 1,930 
Master commandani’s sea pay, with extra 


furniture, is 1,350 
Shore pay. ; 1,170 
Lieutenant’s . ® 960” 


This, then, was the ground, or one of the grounds, 
of the increase of pay in 1835. The complaint 
was, that they were not as well paid as the officers 
of the army; but those gentlemen who advocated 
that increase of pay, did not inquire whether the 
officers of the army were, or were not, paid too 
much. There could be no doubt but that the pros- 
perity of the times, the inflation of the currency, 
and the high price of every commodity, had an ef- 
fect, at that time, upon the regulation of the pay 
of the officers cf the navy. But now there wasa 
change in the condition and circumstances of the 
country; and the property and prodnce of the coun- 
try were now extremely low, and the means of liv- 
ing were far cheaper than in the year 1835. The 
country was returning from an inflated paper toa 
specie—a real and a constitutional currency. They 
were coming back to the commercial currency of 
the world, from one of expanded paper promises; 
and he saw no good reason why the salaries of the 
oflicers, which were fixed in times of inflation, 
should not change with a change of circumstances. 

The chaitman of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs had likewise said that the pay of th. officers 
of the American navy was two-thirds less than the 
pay of the officers in the British navy; and he 
went further, and said it was necessary to hold up 
their pay at the present high rates, that when on 
foreign siauons they might eniertain foreign princes. 
But he (Mr. G.) ventured to assert that the salary 
of no captain, be it what it might, if he gave en- 
leriainment to foreign princes on board his ship, 
paid for that eniertainment. It was somehow 
made up out of the stores of the ship, or somehow 
or other—he knew not how it was managed—was 
paid for by the Government of the country. 

Mr. WISE called for proof of that, by the pro- 
duction of a single case. He said he denied thatit 
Was so, 

Mr. GORDON challenged the gentleman from 
Virginia to produce proot that the salary of any 
American oflicer ever paid for such entertainments 
to foreign princes 

Mr. WISE said he could inform the gentleman 
from New York that, by the laws of the United 
States, a captain could not charge the expenses to 
this Government of the entertainments which (in 
the Mediterranean, for instance) a captain must 
necessarily give to a Freneh or an English admi- 
ral who had previously entertained such American 
officer on board his ship. And there was not a 
naval officer in our service, who wears two epau- 
leties, who would not disdain the imputation that 
they steal the meaus to furnish their hospitality. 

Mr. KING made some observations which were 
not heard at the reporter’s desk. 

Mr. GORDON said ail he intended was to ex- 
press his deep conviction that these entertainments 
were not paid for out of the salaries of the offi- 
cers. 

Mr. C. BROWN said it was on record, from the 
head of one of the bureaus, that officers in the navy 
had taken the ship-stores. The charge was made 
that the officers bad used the wine shipped fur hos» 
pital purposes. 

Mr. WISE denied that such was the fact. He 
knew what the charge was, and it was entirely dif- 
ferent. 

MM GORDON continued. Let that be as it 
might, he had his opinion on the subject, and he 
ventured to say that the country had its opinion; 
and gentlemen might make there what statements 
they pleased. But did the efficiency of our navy de- 
pend on the ability to give entertainment to foreign 
princes? Was the n&vy organized for that pur- 

ose? ” 

The chairman of the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs had said it took twenty years to educate a 
lieutenant for the navy; that they might build a 
ship in three months, but that they could not make 
an officer in less than twenty years. But if ittook 








————— a lee 7" 
oe ue” - 5 oe 
nr a gotatne* 


ester ester pate (ert “epee 
Spa 4 “ee Ss 


ear se A SEP EN 


a ee ae 


ae eee 


ae ie ree 


=e 
,. 


eater ae, ee 


H 
2 a nan 


2590 


~~ 


ee 





60 long, he (Mr. G.) was satisfied that they had 
duller apprebensions than he supposed them to 
bave. He rather should conclude that the state- 
ment was an exaggeration, and a far-fetched argu- 
ment, to susiain the pay of those officers at its pres- 
ent raie. 

He koew it might be said—gnd probably it had 
been said—that they ought not to draw a compari- 
son between the pay of officers of the navy 
and the pay of officers of the civil depart- 
ments of our Government, because the officers of 
the navy had our fighting to do, and had to encoan- 
ter the perils of the sea. But they were now about 
to regulate the pay of those officers in a time of 
profound peace; they were not now required to en- 
counter the perils of battle—unless, indeed, the ta- 
king of Monterey, and the whipping of our sea- 
men, and the exercise of tyranny over the appren- 
tices, were worthy to be so characterized. The 
gentieman from Maine had alluded to the case of 
Capt. Levy; and, from that case, he travelled into 
an argument against the extension of the principles 
of Democracy to the navy; and thence deduced an 
argumentin favor of high salaries, because high 
Salaries were necessary to sustain that braach of 
@ristocracy. 

Mr. FESSENDEN explained. 


Mr. GORDON reiterated the language quoted by 
thegenileman {rom Maine, trom a post-captain— 
that the principles of Democracy might do very 
well on land, but they would not answer on board 
a man of-war; and coupled this with the earnestness 
with which the gentieman from Maine contended 
for high salaries, that that branch of our aristoc- 
racy mighi ape the manners and practices of the 
officers of the British navy. That perfect equality 
could be established on board a man-of-war, he 
did not pretend to assert; but an approach might 
be made to it, by a regulation of the pay of our 
officers. 

He wished there was more practical talent in the 
navy, less aristocracy, and Jess disposition on the 
part of the officers to lord it over their inferiors. 
He wished to see more humanity exercised, and 
more practical knowledge and experience mani- 
fested. He solemnly believed that the navy was 
how on the road toruin;and what was accomplish- 
ing i? He answered, the military vanity of the 
officers, which, as it were, sublimated their com- 
mon sense, and put high-flown notions into their 
heads. Indeed, he almost began to believe that the 
navy, a5 al present organized, should be abolished, 
and a better and more practical organizatien 
brought about. He did not like to see so many 
midshipmen selected fron. one State; nor did he like 
to see those who were bred up in commercial circles 
overlooked, for the parpose of selecting young men 
of aristocratical pretensions. 

{Here a message from the President, by the 
hands of R. Tyler, esq., annonnced that he had 
signed and approved certain bills. } 

As he was saying, he had begun to think that it 
would be better to abolish the navy, and organize 
it on @ more practical basis, He was no enemy to 
the navy. He was, on the contrary, proud of it as 
the right erm of our national defence. He was 
proud of what it had acccmplished—of what it had 
done; not of what it was now doing. He could 
not feel any gratification at what had recently oc- 
curred on the Pacific ocean; nor was he proud of 
what was done in the case of Captain Levy, who 
was tried by a court-martial, and cashiered, but 
whose sentence was parily remitted by the Presi- 
dent. - He was not proud of the fact that many of 
our ships Jay rotting at foreign ports. He wished 
to see the efficiency of the navy restored; and he 
thought it could best be done by cutting dgyn the 
high salaries. The pay of the officers wasWw so 
high as to produce a combination of influence, 
which overpowered the Executive. Crowds of ap- 
plicants were always ready to go into the service; 
and the consequence was, that the number of offi- 
cers was continually increased beyond the wants 
of the country. There wefe two classes of.men in 
this country: the first were willing to serve their 
country for a reasonable compensation, and do 
their daty, for the honor of the places they might 
have been called to fill; the other class fought for 
pay, for plunder and the spoils—ever scrambling 





_ CONGRESSIONAL 





| 


j 








| nearly doubled. 


GLOBE. 


ee 





for places where the pay was high, and always 
beleaguering the appointing power. 

He would agaio call the atiention of the com- 
mittee to the case of Captain Levy, who was so 
unjustly treated for no crime whatever. What 
was the offence for which a court-martial deter- 
mined that Captain Levy should be dismissed from 
the navy? A boy on board his ship disobeyed an 
order, and mocked his officer, Captain Levy—in- 
stead of applying to his bare back the cat-o’-nine- 
tails until the flesh was cut open, and the blood 
streamed down—“determined to shame the boy, by 
applying a little tar and a few feathers; thus in- 
flicting a less cruel, but much more effectual pun- 
ishment. The case was passed over by the late 
Secretary of the Navy; and not until the present 
Secretary came into office was the matter dug up, 
and Captain Levy brought to trial before a court- 
martial. He was subjected to an immense ex- 
pense, and sentenced to be dismissed from the ser- 
vice. The President interfered, and comthuted the 
sentence to one year’s suspension. Alli this was 
because Captain Levy resorted to the less cruel 
and more huraane punishment of tar and feathers, 
instead of stripping the boy, and lacerating his per- 
ton in the presence of the whole ship’s company ! 


| Such was a specimen of the manner in which jus- 
| tice was administered in the navy! 


But what was the difference between the pay of 
officers of the navy now, and that prior to 1835? 
He averred that, in most cases, the pay had been 
In 1835, there were four post- 
captains commanding squadrons, who received 
$2,940 each. The same officers now received 
$4,500 each. Soin relation to other salaries, he 
thought a similar elevation would be found to have 
taken place. But there was some excuse for the 
increase of pay at that time. The treasury was 


_ fall, the national deb: paid off, the country flooded 


with bank paper, everything inflated, money cheap, 
whilst the necessaries of life sold at a high price. 
These several circumstances combined, made some 
excuse for the increase of pay in 1835. The re- 
duction of salaries 20 per cent. would not bring 
the pay of the navy to where it was before that 
year. Even if the amendment of the gentleman 
from Georgia [Mr. Mertwerser] should succeed, 
the pay of the officers would remain higher than it 
was before the year 1835. 

Whilst he was in favor of reduction generally, 
he wouid remark that there were some whose sal- 
eries ought not to be reduced. Did he have it in 
his power, he would so modify the amendment of 
the gentleman from Georgia as to thake the reduc- 
tion therein directed apply only to officers receiving 
more than $1,000 per annum. As the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. Prorrit] had remarked, there 
were many Officers in the navy who actually re- 
ceived far Jess compensation than the lacqueys of 
this Government, and of the House of Represent- 
atives. He(Mr. G ) wished to restore equality in 
the pay of those who were in the naval service. 
The sailor was not, he thought, so well paid, in 
proportion, as the officer whocommanded him; nor 
were the petty officers so well remunerated as those 
of a higher grade. He was in favor of republic- 
anism in our navy, and opposed to the infliction of 
unnecessary punishment. He wished to see the 
American navy rendered efficient—not effeminated, 
by officers brought up in the lap of luxury. He 
did not desire to see or hear of so many frolics 
given on board our vessels of war to foreign 
princes and grandees, where our officers would 

“Catch the manners living as they rise,” 
and import them into this country. Too many 
foreign habits had already been imported—too 
much affectation already introduced into our so- 
ciety from abroad; and none had had a greater 
agency in this importation of foreign customs than 
our navy officers. Gentlemen on this floor were 
continually holding up the navies of England and 
France as models for our imitation—yes, holding 
up the old monarchies of Europe as fit examples 
to be followed, in respect to their marine, by a 
republican Government! ‘There was, he thought, 
no need of our going to Europe, or anywhere else, 
to learn experience necessary for the management 
of our ships. There is talent enough in this coun- 
try for that; and captains enough in the merchant 





. — 
and whaling service, who, in the emergency 


war, would be fally capable to take the coy 
of our national vessels. At present, there way 
danger of war. The people of this count 
the best guaranty of peace with England, 7 
held a mortgage to secure that object, and, as lone, 
the Canadas remained colonies of Great Brig; 
England would not dare to bring about hostji 
There was no danger of a hostile controversy ig 5 
lation to our Northwestern territory. So jon , 
we stood up for our righis, we should be able 
maintain them, without any obstacle from the Ey 
lish Government. % 
He concluded by expressing the hope that 
amendment would be so modifigd as two exem 
from reduction the pay for these services phix 
had been rendered by officers since the commen 
ment of the half calendar year, and also that, 
salaries of officers under $1,000 would not be » 
duced. But, even if these modifications could », 
be made, he should vote for the amendment, 
Mr. TILLINGHAST opposed the amendme, 
He was at a loss to know whether it proposeq 
deduction from the pay of officers, or an ineo 
tax upon their salaries. He contended that 
would be manifestly unjust to make such a hor 
zontal reduction. This horizontal reduction wou 
it was true, take from the superfiuities of one clay. 
butit also took from the necessities of another. | 
commodore with $4,500 might afford to lose 20 
cent of bis pay; but how hard would it go with; 
midshipman serving on shore to lose $60 oute 
$300? He argued that though the salary of 
commodore might seem high, the highest qualific 
tions and the longest service were required in ore 
to obtain that post. Even the cashier of a respe 
table bank, serving on land, aad with none of tt 
delicate and responsible duties of the commedore 
sea, wilh no lives to preserve, received $5,000 
Why, then, should objection be made to the sa 
of $4,500 for a commodore? Mr. T. then wer 
into a comparison of the pay and emolument 
received by the officers of the navy prior to the 
act of 1835, with what they now receive, in order 
to show that the increase was not 30 great asthe 
gentleman from Tennessee contended. 


Mr. COOPER of Georgia, after a few prelimi 
nary observations, said that he would have prefer 
red taking up the exchequer bill called for by th 
genhileman from Virginia, [Mr. Wise,] before w 
ing on this, in order to see what the House 
disposed to do towards providing the means of car 
rying on the Government. Not that he weul 
have voted for that bill; but he wished a discussio 
to arise, which would bring clearly before 
House the present condition and prospects of the 
country, before settling the rate of expenditure for 
an important and costly branch of the public ser 
vice. No man who loved his country, and wh 
looked beyond the present moment—whelbet 
he belonged to the party of the Administratio 
or to that party which expected to have it 
management of public affairs—but must feel 
that the Government is weighed down by it 
creasing debt and embarrassment, and that 
heavy responsibility rests on those who have \ 


carry it on. What was the present condition 0 


public affairs? Why, one party was proposing 
use of the Government’s credit in the form of p 
per money, alleging—and alleging truly—that 
Government could not be carried on with its pre 
ent means; thatits rescurces were inadequate; 400 
with the present means of collecting revenue, 0 
prospect of a change for the better. It would t 
found that they were, in short, driven to oneor® 
other of three alternatives: to abolish the army am 
navy, and thus reduce the public expenditures; 
sort to direct taxes; or use the credit of the Gov 
ernment. 

He would now ask of the Democracy if they ¥*! 
prepared, when they came into power, to mails! 
this Government in its present splendid and ext? 
agant scale? Were they prepared to maintain’ 
navy as it was, and, as the gentleman from a 
Island said, to increase it? Were they prepa! 
maintain the army and the civil list on the 
scale? If they were, he would tel) them that! 
Government could not stand, unless they resor®t 
direct taxation, or to the use of its credit by 
















unless ol 
wi 
ment, an 
[n additi 
expendit 
ing out 
snags al 
splendid 
did sala 
all these 
and the 
come f 
of the ¢ 
Great E 
ments ¢ 
States | 
brought 
not gen 
same a 
tablisha 
in keep 
nificent 
was for 
only m 
be caile 
both co 
toa vel 
and vet 
fourtee! 
was am 
Mr. | 
extrave 
the He 
enough 
morrow 
or Ashi 
ing ha 
should 
to the ¢ 
scheme 
would 
had no 
gold at 
Mr. 
from | 
in his ; 
would 
a 
the pa) 
Mr. 
gested 
said b 
the art 
Mr. 
abolis} 
allow 
Was a 
howey 





aper money. The alternative must be 
eo fa some form, reduction, or the use of 
it, The imposis were not, and would not be, 
jent to carry on the Government on ils present 
magnificent scale. Taxation upon tea and coffee 
ould not do. How, then, was revenue to be 

‘ There was an average balance against the 
yeasury every year of seven millions; and in five 
ears the debt would be forty millions. What 
vat Why, if tae gentleman fiom Maryland 
(Mr. Wiuiam Cost Jounson) adhered to his 

iect of issuing two hundred millions of Gov- 
emment scrip, the Democrats would be forced 
into the support of it, unless they reduced their 

ditures. Some gentlemen seemed to sup- 
tbat the Government could not be carried on 
ynless on a megnificent scale; that they must keep 
with Great Britain in her naval establish- 
ment, and be ready to fire with her gun for gun. 
In addition to that, they were for keeping up their 
expenditures for internal improvements, for clear- 
ing out the Mississippi and Ohio, removing 
and sawyers, g&c.; in effect, carrying on a 
jendid and magaificent Government with splen- 
did salaries. But gentlemen should rflect that 
all these things could not be done without money; 
andthe question was, where was the money to 
come from? Mr. C. adveried to the condition 
of the country at the close of the last war with 
Great Britain, and reminded them of the argu- 
ments used for the establishment of a United 
States Bank, by which many Democrats were 
brought into the support of that measure. Were 
not gentlemen preparing the foundation for the 
same arguments, and lending themselves to the es- 
tablishment of a similar institution, by persisting 
in keeping up the Government on its present mag- 
nifcent sca'e? Now, if he were to say that he 
was for abolishing the army and the navy, as the 
only means of maintaining the republic, he would 
be called a radical; yet it was his firm belief that 
both could be very well dispensed with, or reduced 
toa very small scale. We needed very few ships, 
and very few soldiers; and an expense of twelve, 
fourteen, or, at most, fifteen millions of dollars, 
was amply sufficient to carry on the Government. 

Mr. C., after commenting on the many items of 
extravagant expenditure which were in favor in 
the House, lamented that there were Demccrats 
enough on the floor to join with the Whigs to- 
morrow in voting for clearing out the Mississippi, 
or Ashtabula, or some other creek, and consiruct- 
ing harbors, &c. If this course of extravagance 
should be persisted in, gentlemen would be driven 
t the adoption of the exchequer, or some kindred 
scheme. For his part, he would say that he never 
would give up the position that this Government 
bad not the power to. use anything as money but 
gold and silver. 

Mr. ARNOLD was glad that the gentleman 
ftom Georgia [Mr. M. A. Cooper] had given 
in his adbesion to him, (Mr. ARNotp,) and that he 
Would vote for bill No. 548. He was not only 
willing tocut down midshipmen of the navy, and 
the pay of this House— 

Mr. COOPER interposed to say that he had sug- 
gested no plan for cutting down salaries, but he 
said he would abolish offices. He would abolish 
the army and the navy. 

Mr. ARNOLD. The gentleman, then, was for 
abolishing the army and the navy, before he would 
allow 2 to be taken from his own daily pay. That 
was a specimen of retrenching Democracy. If, 

wever, they abolished the army and the navy, 
the people would abolish that House. Let them 
then abolish that House, and abolish the Govern- 
ment; and, as a gentleman near him remarked, let 
tvery man be hisown Government. The gentle- 
man from Georgia was for liberal pay, and no tax. 
(Laughter. 

€ then went on to notice his own exertions to 
plocure a retrenchment in their expenditures; and 
confessed that the Whig party had failed bim 
most grievously, and he feared they would con- 
nue to disappoint him most grievously. A gen- 
near him observed that the Democrats 

vould stick by him, and he hoped they would. A 
geod many Democrats, he would do them the jus- 
ee to say, had stood by him, and he hoped they 
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would continue to do so; for retrenchment was es- 
What was the state of the | 


| 
| 
} 
| 


sentially necessary. 
treasury, and wiat was the condition of the rev- 
enues? He was told the revenue would not reach 
$12,000,000. The highest anticipation was but 
$15,000,000, whilst the disbursements would be at 
least double that amount, unless they entered at 
once on this retrenchment. 


pect before them; and yet gentlemen were picking | 
up a solitary case, and cutting down the salary of | 


a single officer (the Commissioner of Public Build- 
ings) one half. 
who would not consent to put their hands into their 


own pockets, and take from their salaries even one- | 
fourth; but they took one-half from one single offi- | 


cer, with swelling acclamation. Such a proceeding 
was disgraceful io that House. He had had a bill 


in that House, and he had been imploring them to | 
act upon it since an early day of the last session—a | 


bill which would save to this nation something like 


$4,000,000; but that bill they would not touch. | 


Why? Because it reached themselves. Did they 
think the country would give them credit for iso- 
lated, pitiful retrenchment; while they not only re- 
fused to act upon the bill which came home to 
themselves, but cast reproach on, and atiempted to 
disgrace, every man who sought to cut down the 
expenses of this House? No; the country would 
look upon and treat them with scorn and con- 
tempt. 


Atter conlinuing for some time his striciures on 
the House and on individual members, who advo- 
cated all reforms but such as affecied themselves, 


Sach was the pros- | 


This was done, too, by gentlemen | 


} 


} 
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he went on to say that if their pay was not too | 


much now, eight years ago it was too little. And 
if it was not too much, the pay of other officers of 
the Government was not too much. In reply toa 
remark from Mr. M. A. Cooper, he said $3 a 
day would be a good price for many members on 
that floor. He then gave notice that tc-morrow 
morning he should contend with the chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means, who invaria- 
bly got the floor; and if ke got it, he hoped the 
friends of retrenchment would be there, and give 
him the yeas and nays, and not fritter away their 
energies on little isolated cases. ‘The House 
owed itto themselves not to skulk the question; 
but if they were against his bill, let them vote it 


down; and if for it, pass it, and Jet their constitu- | 


ents have the benefit of it. He found that in the 
country, (as he had been informed by gentlemen 
who bad learned the fact during their visit to their 
constituents since the Jast session,) men, women, 
and children were for “ Arnold’s bill 548,” 
{laughter;] and this House must either take it, or 
lose favor with the people. ° 


Mr. HOLMES next obtained the floor; but gave 
way to : 

Mr. STEENROD, who moved that the commit- 
tee rise. 

The motion was agreed to; and the committee 
rose and reported progress. 


Mr. FILLMORE reminded the Speaker that 
there were several executive communications on 
the table, which he hoped would be presented and 
disposed of. 

The SPEAKER, accordingly, presented a com- 
munication from the Treasury Department, in an- 
swer toa resolution of the House, (which was adopt- 
ed on the motion of Mr. McCrietian of New 
York,) calling for a retarnof certain fees of district 
attorneys, marshals, &c. It was referred to the 
Committee on the Expenditures of the Treasury 
Department, and ordered to be printed. 

He also presented a communication from the 
Navy Department, accompanied by 275 copies of 
the Navy Register. 


JESSE HOYT. 


The SPEAKER stated that he had received a 
memorial from Jesse Hoyt, late collector of the 
port of New York, (understood to bea reply to the 
report of the accounting officer of the Treasury, 
charging him with being a defaulter,) which he 
begged leave to lay before the Honse. 

Mr. ROBERT McCLELLAN called for the 
reading of the memorial. 

The SPEAKER observed that it was very long. 

Mr. FILLMORE said, that if the reading was 
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called for, he must object to the reception of the 
memorial. 

Mr. McKEON moved that the memorial be 
printed. 

Mr. R. McCLELLAN claimed the right to hear 
the memorial read, before the motion to print was 
put to the House. 

Mr. FILLMORE renewed his objection to the 
reception, and the memorial was not received. 

Mr. W. W. IRWIN, in accordance with no- 
tice previously given, introduced a bill to amend 
the act making appropriations for the construction 
of marine hospitals on the Western waters: read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD gave notice of his intention 
to call up, at the earliest day, the bill in relation 
to steamboat navigation on the Western waters. 
He urged the necessiiy of action on the subject, 
and stated that prosecutions had been commenced 
against the owners of eighty-two steamboats, for 
damages received. 

Mr. MALLORY wished to offer a resolution 
calling for information from the Navy Depart- 
ment; but objection was made, and it was not re- 
ceived. 

On motion of Mr. WELLER, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 


Tuespay, February 7, 1843. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate 8 communication trom the War Department, 
transmiiting, in compliance witb the act of March, 
1803, abstracts of the returns of the militia of the 
several States and Territories, with their arms and 
accoutrements: ordered to lie on the table, and be 
printed. 

Al-o, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Navy Department, transmitting seventy 
five copies of the printed Navy Register. 

Also, laid before the Senate a communication 
from the Navy Depaitment, transmitting a letter 
of the Second Comptroller, covering a statement 
of the appropriations for the naval service of 1842; 
which, on motion by Mr. EVANS, was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. TALLMADGE presented memorials from 
Hamburg and Wales, in Erie county, and one 
from Franklinville, in Cattaraugus county, N. Y., 
urging upon Congress the adoption of the plan for 
a board of exchequer recommended by the Execu- 
tive: ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE presented a memorial from 
210 citizens of Michigan, praying for an appro- 
priation to complete the works begun in the harbor 
of St. Joseph; 

A'so, presented a communication from an intel- 
ligent citizen of Buffalo, showing the defective 
state of the harbors on the lakes, and the annual 
loss of life, vessels, and other property, in conse- 
quence; which were referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and jhe latter to be printed. 

Mr. SIMMONS, from the Commiitee on Print- 
ing, to which was referred the proposition to print 
the annual report of the Commissioner of Patents, 
reported in favor of printing so much as related to 
the subject of agricultare, and contained agricul- 
tural information. 

The question was put on the report of the com- 
mittee, and concurred in. 

Mr. KERR moved to print, for the use of the 
Senate, 1,000 copies in addition to the quantity 
ordered, of that part of the report of the Commis- 
sioner designated to be printed by the Committse 
on Printing. 

Mr. STURGEON made an inquiry as to wheth- 
er it was not usual to print some copies of the re 
port for the use of the department from wh'ch it 
emanated. 

Mr. KERR said that heretofore it had been 
usual to print 3,000 copies extra, for the use of the 
Senate; but this year, after consultation upon the 
subject, and with a view to avoid any objection 
to the printing on the ground of expense, he thought 
it advisable to reduce the number pruposed to be 
printed to 1,000 copies. He remarked that the doc- 
ument was one of great importance, especially to 
the agricultural portions of the country. 
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Mr. SIMMONS remarked that the report was a 
voluminous one, and suggested whether 500 cop- 


jes would not suffice. Although the information 
it contained was valuable, he thought that number 
was safficien', especially as the newspapers would, 
in all probability, republish extracts from it of the 
most valuable portions of the information. 

Mr. KERR said that he had consul‘ed with one 
or (WO persons in relation to the proper number to 
bave printed. He was of the opinion, himself, that 
500 copies were too small a number to be printed 
of such a document so interesting to the agricul- 
tural community. It was seldom, indeed, that 
they ordered anything of interest to that class, and 
coming home to their breasts, to be printed. It 
was hota very voluminous document, and the ex 
pense for printing would therefore be small. 

Mr.SIMMONS said he merely threw out the 
Suggestion. He did not make a motion io print 
the smaller number, 

Mr. CALHOUN was understood to say that he 
had hereiolore raised his yoice against this inven: 
tion of the Commissioner. It must have occurred 
to Senators that this officer bad regularly taken in 
charge the agricaltural interests of the country, until 
the department under his control, ioially diseon- 
necied with that subject, had almost becomea home 
department. If this praciice was permitted, by 
giving sanction to it there, cvils (which they did 
pot then see) would soon grow out of it. There 
was no authority that this officer had, beyond 
his duties as Commissioner of the Patent Office; 
yet they saw that, from year to year, he bad as- 
sumed the charge of superintending the subject of 
agriculture. If it was not arrested, it would lead 
to disattrous consequences, which would open their 
eyes. Although he approved of the objects as 
much as any man—of disseminating agricultural 
information, and of doing everything that could be 
done properly to preserve that interest, he would 
rather be deprived of a large portion of his income 
from his agiicultural pursuits, than to see this Gov- 
ernment becoming the peculiar patron of agricul- 
ture, Or any other interest. 

The question was then taken on the motion to 
print, and decided in the affirmative. 

Mr. STURGEON presenied a memorial from 
Wm. B. Maury, and others, of Pitisvurg, Penn., 
in favor of the adoption of the plan for a board of 
excuequer; which was laid on the table. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Senate 
the laws of the Territory of Florida; which were re- 
ferred (0 the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back to the 
Senate, without amendment, House bill entitled 
*‘An act to authorize the chief clerk ia the office of 
Secretary ofj State to frank public and official dce- 
uments sent fromfihat office.” 

On motion by Mr. M., the above bill was ‘aken 
up asin commitiee of the whole; and, being ex- 
plained by him, and there being no preposition to 
amend it, it was reported to the Senaie, read the 
third time, and passed. 

Mr. MERRICK, from the Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads, reported back, without 
amendment, ihe House bi!! for the relief of S. and 
M. Riche. 


Mr. WALKER, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back, without amendment, the bill 
to protect the titles to Jand south of the Arkansas 
river, held under the New Madrid lozation, and 
the pre-emption actof 1814. 

Mr. W. remarked that this bill, by some acci- 
dent, was mislaid in the hands of the committee. 
It was supposed to have been reported long since. 
It was the same bill which passed the Senate at the 
last session; and the committee had reported it 
back without any alteration whatever. He hoped it 
would be taken up and considered at once. 

Mr. SEVIER also expressed a wish that the 
bill would be then disposed of ; it had passed 
the Senate two or three times before; but was not 
finally acted upon. 

The bill was then taken up as in committee of 
the whole, and considered; and there being no motion 
to amend, it was reported to the Senate, and, being 
engrossed according to order, was read the third 
time and passed. 


Mr. WALKER reported back from the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands, without amendment, the bill 
to confirm the survey and location of claims for 
land in the State of Mississippi, east of Pearl 
river, and south of the 3lst degree of north lati- 
tude. 

Mr. GRAHAM, from the Committee on Claims, 
made a report (which was ordered to be printed) 
adverse to the passage of the bill from the House 
for the relief of D. and J. Wilkinson. 

Mr. BAGBY, on leave, introduced a bill for the 
relief of Charles E. Sherman; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Naval Af- 
fairs. 

Mr. McDUFFIE submitted the following resolu- 
tions; which Jie on the table one day, under the rule, 
viz: 


Resolved, Thatit is the solemn and urgent duty of the pres- 
ent Congress to adopt, without delay, efficient measures to re- 
Vive the cri slodend decaying commerce, replenish the apes. 
erished fam tate and arrest the alarming accumulation of the 
public debt of the United States. 

Resolved, That a modification of the existing tariff on for- 
eign imports, such as will render it strictly and in good faith a 
mere revenue measure, is indispensable to the accomplishment 
of those objects; and that the recent measures of the British 
Parliament, partially adopting the principles of free trade, the 
public indications of a disposition on the part of the present 
ministry toextend those principles still further, and the proba- 
bility of the speedy organization of an extensive system of 
sinuggling on the long lice of our frontier, furnish pressing mo- 
tives to Congiess for acting on the subject during its present 
ses8s10nN. 

Resolved, That a rigid system of retrenchment, economy, 
and accountability, such as will bring the annual expenditures 
within the annual income of the Government, is not less indis- 


ensable; and that, while this is rendered tiecessaty by the de- 


plorable state of the public finances, it is rendered just, and not 
injurious to the public service, by the great reduction of the 
currency, and consequent appreciation of the value of money. 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Benton on 


Monday last, calling upon the President for copies | 


of any remonstraace, or protest, addressed by Gen- 
eral Cass, as minister, to the French Government, 
against the ratification by France of the quintuple 
treaty, &c., came up in order; but was, on the sug- 
gestion of Mr. ARCHER, chairman of the Com- 
miitee on Foreiga Relations, passed by informally 
until to-morrow, to afford further opportunity for 
ils examination, 

The engrossed bill entitled ‘‘An act for repairing 
and repaving a portion of Peansylvania avenue,” 
was read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana, from the Committee 
on the Public Lands, to which had been referred 
House bill for the relief of Thomas H. Brown, re- 
poried the same back, without amendment, and 
with a recommendation that it be indefinitely post- 
poned. 

Senate bill entitled “An aet for the relief of 
Wm. Da Buys, postmaster at New Orleans,” which 
had been retarned from the House of Representatives 
with an amendment, was taken up for considera- 
tion, ald, on motion by Mr. MERRICK, referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. WALKER, on leave, introduced a bill for 
the preservation of the collection of the natural 
curiosities furnished by the exploring squad- 
ron, and from other sources; which was read 
twice, and, with documents from the National In- 
stitution, was referred to the Commitiee on the 
Library. 

On motions by Messrs. DAYTON and HUNT- 
INGTON, the previous orders of the day were 
postponed, and the following bills were taken up 
as in committee of the whole, considered, and, 
there being no motion to amend them, were report- 
ed to the Senate, and finally passed, viz: 

The bill to alter the place of holding the dis- 
trict court of the United States for the district of 
New Jersey, by fixing it at Trenton for the future; 
and 

The bill for altering the time of holding the cir- 
cuit court of the United States for the district of 
Connecticut. 

Mr. ARCHER presented a petition from George 
Mayo, for certain compensation; which was refer- 
red to the Committee on Claims. 

THE OREGON TERRITORY. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the motion 
submitted by Mr. Ancwer, on yesterday, to recon- 
sider the vote by which the bill for the occupation 
and settlement of the Oregon was passed. 


Mr. LINN demanded the yeas and nays on that 
motion; which were ordered: and, the question be 
ing put, the Senate refused to reconsider, by—yeas 
24, nays 24, as follows: 

YEAS--Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Ba Ba 
Calhoun, Choate, Conrad, Crafts, Crittenden, Darcy, eat 
Graham, Huntington, Kerr, McDuffie, um, Miller. Pn’ 
Rives, Gimmeos, Sprague, Tallmadge, and oodbridge— a" 

NAY=—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Benton, Buchanan, Cla 
Fulton, Henderson, King, Lion, McRoberts, Merrick M yu, 
Phelps, Sevier, ans Wa wn Smith of lodiana a 
geon, Tappan, Walker, Wilcox, Williams, Woodb r 
and Young—24. , ; Uury, Wrigh, 


PRIVATE EXPRESSES. 


The unfinished debate was then resumed from 
yesterday, on the bill to prevent the employmen, 
of private expresses upon mail routes, and {or ihe 
prevention of frauds upon the revenues of the Poy 
Office Department; the question pending being ihe 
amendment proposed by Mr. Porres, to sirike oy 
of the second and fifth sections the words ‘‘or ther 
mailable matter whatever;” the effect of which 
proposition would be, if adopted, to permit gjj 
matier, except letiers, to be conveyed by private 
expresses. 

Mr. PORTER, after a few explanatory remarks 
withdrew his amendment. : 

Mr. MERRICK was very glad the Senator had 
consented to withdraw his amendment. He went 
into a lengthened explanation of the reasons fot 
using the terms “mailable matter,” and “matier 
transferable by mail.’? They had a definite meas. 
ing in pest office parlance, and no other words could 
be invented more cencise aud specific for the pur- 
pose for which they were used. They might not 
convey the same meaning with equal precision to 
Senators and the public at large; and to guard 
against misconception, he had prepared an addi- 
tional proviso to the bill, declaratory of the ob- 
jects included within the terms. 

Mr. PORTER next moved an amendment, 
to strike out expressions in the provision which he 
considered superfluous and capable of being inter- 
preted to mean anything and every thing—he meant 
the words “written or printed matter.” 

Mr. MERRICK said this brought up the whole 
question, whether private expresses were to be put 
down or not. If they were allowed to carry “writ: 
ten and printed matter,” they would be kept up, 
and would soon become more formidable than 
ever. They could not be put down, unless they 
were prohibited from these sources of profit—prop- 
perly mailable matter. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON was very sorry the Sena- 
tor from Michigan had withdrawn his former 
amendment. He argued at considerable length its 
propriety, and begged the Senator would accept au 
addition to his present amendment, so as to include 
newspapers. He was averse to all taxes and 
restraints on the diffusion of knowledge and in- 
formation to the people. 


Mr. MERRICK assured the Senator that it was 
for that very reason newspapers should be sent by 
post. As long as the department had to beat the 
expense of sending newspapers into every ramifi- 
cation of the Union, no matter at what cost, il 
ought to be insured the advantages of the profitable 
routes, as well as compelled to be at all the expense 
of the unprofitable routes. ; 

Mr. PORTER accepted the amendment, and in- 
cluded “newspapers” in his proposition to strike 
out. 

Mr. CONRAD called for a division of the ques 


uion. 


Mr. HUNTINGTON called the attention of the 
Senate to a suggestion just made to him—that the 
prohibitions of this bill would reach to =e 
riders commonly engaged in different parts of New 
England, and perhaps other parts of the Union, 
for supplying persons in the country with news 
papers and other matters from towns and cites, 
tco inconvenient or expensive to be sent for spe 
cially. Orders were given to these post-riders 19 
bring from cities or towns, which they vn 
their rounds, such newspapers and matters @ 
was convenient for them to bring. tad 

Mr. MERRICK said it certainly would incl “ 
all such cases; and if it did not, the whole object 
the bill would be defeated. 

Mr. WOODBURY did not see why any perso® 
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~ abe compelled to send newspapers by the 
+ Jt would do very well for those who pre- 


ered sending them in that way; but the compul- 





gon would operate injuriously. Asto the com- 


ion to send money by mail, he puinted out how 
Fiariously that would operate in New England, 
ras the transfer of bank notes for redemption 
one bank to another was of daily occur- 
and to enormous amounts. The manner of 
ing money from one place to another ought to 
igleft to the option of the owners, and free from 
Mr. MERRICK thought, as long as money was 
‘losed in letters, it would be impossible to re- 
grain the latter from being sent by private ex- 
, if money was to be specially exempted. 
ji was a matter, however, in the hands of the 
gente; and if any Senator chose to propose an 
ymendment to exempt money, he might do so. 
He eculd not, however, give it his sanction. 
Adivision of the question having been called 
for, the first vote was taken on the proposition to 
wrike out “newspapess;” on which the yeas and 
says were called for, and ordered. It was decided 
in the negative—yeas 11, nays 27, as follows: 


YEAS—Mesers. Bates, Crafts, Huntington, Phelps, Porter, 
gmith of Connecticut, Smith of Indiana, Tallmadge, Wilcox, 
Woodbridge, and wae. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, 
Calhoun, Clayton, Conrad, Dayton, Fulton, Graham, Hender- 
wn, Kerr, King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, Mangum, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Sevier, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Wright, and Young—27. 

The next question was on striking out the words 
ql] written and printed matter.” This also was 
decided in the negative—yeas 13,;'nays 24, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Bates, Dayton, Evans, Graham, Huntington, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Smith of Connecticut, Smith ot 
Indiana, Wilcox, Woodbridge, and Woodbury—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Bagby, Barrow, Bayard, Benton, 
Buchanan, Calhoun, Clayton, Crafts, Fulton, Henderson, Kerr, 
King, Linn, McDuffie, McRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Sevier, 
Surgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wright, and Young--24. 

Mr. MERRICK moved a verbal amendmeat to 
strike out the word ‘‘edition;” which was agreed 


to. ' 

Mr. WOODBURY then moved to exempt 
“money and bank notes in packages or bundles.” 

Mr. DAYTON suggested the propriety of in- 
cluding promissory notes and evidences of debt. 

Mr. Woopsury’s amendment was adopted. 

Mr. WOODBRIDGE again called the attention 
of the Senate to the provisions of the bill bearing 
en owners of railroads, steamboats, or other con- 
veyances; and moved an amendment, exempting 
from the penalties individual owners or corpora- 
tions. 

Mr. MERRICK opposed the amendment. 

Mr. CONRAD thought it was not important, as 
the object was to prevent penalties being levied on 
sovereign States owning railroads. The Gene- 
ral Government could not sue out a penalty against 
asovereign State; therefore, there was no danger, 
from the provision in the bill, that anything of the 
kind would ever occur. 

Mr. MERRICK said the drawers and employees 
only, in such cases, would be sued. 

Mr. McROBERTS spoke in favor of the bill, 
and pointed out great losses sustained by the de- 
partment from the competition of private ex- 
presses. 

_ Mr. WOODBRIDGE remonstrated against the 

injustice of making a State subject to penalties on 

account of improper persons travelling on their 

property. A Siate could not exercise the same 

— as individuals to prevent infractions of 
aw. 

The amendment was rejected without a count. 

bill was reported back to the Senate, and 
the amendments made in committee of the whole 
Were adopted. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and 
ead a third time. 

House bill entitled “An act for the relief of the 
lepresentatives of Alexander Macomb, Robert Jen- 
wee and the heirs and legal representatives of 
‘ames Roddy, deceased, sureties of Samuel Champ- 

a paymaster in the army of the United 

»” was taken up as in committee of the 

whole, considered, reported to the Senate, and or- 
to be read a third time. 
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The bill from the House entitled “An act for 
the relief uf Dexter Hungerford, of Watertown, 
Jefferson county, New York,” was taken up as io 
committee of the whole, on an adverse report of 
the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. GRAHAM moved that the bill be indefi- 
nitely postponed; but, 

On the motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, the bill 
was laid on the table for the present. 

On motion by Mr. PHELPS, 

The Senate then adjourned. — 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Toxspay, February 8, 1843. 

The journal of yesterday being read, 

Mr. GILMER rose to a correction of the jour- 
pal. It was stated there thata bill had been refer- 
red to the Select Committee on Retrenchment, of 
which he (Mr. G.) waschairman. Now, he wished 
to say that no such committee now existed. The 
Retrenchment Committee, of which he was the 
chairman, closed its labors and expired with the 
last session of Congress. The journal was cor- 
rected accordingly. 

Mr. HUNT wished to know whether the journal 


was correct in saying that the bill for the relief of | 


Amos Kendall was referred to the Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union. He supposed 
it had been referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House. 

The SPEAKER said the bill was referred to the 
Committee of the Whele on the state of the Union. 

Mr. LOWELL presented the petition of Wm. 
Billings and 132 other citizens of the district of 
Passamaquoddy, Maine, praying Congress to pro- 
vide by law that all vessels taking fish and oil from 
that district shal} clear the same from the custom- 
house; and that the shippers shall furnish to the 


collector certificates from American fishermen of | 
all American eavght and cured fish and American | 
oil; and that the shipper or owner of British fish | 


and oil shall furnish a certificate 
have been lawfully imported. 

Mr. HOUSTON presented the petition of Wm. 
Shoaler and Zebulon Parr, of Lauderdale county, 
Alabama, praying Congress to pass a Jaw donating 
to them certain sections of land therein described, 
for the purposes and upon the conditions therein 
specified. 

Mr. GORDON presented a memorial from 162 
legal voters of the county of Delaware, New York, 
asking for the passage of a law reducing the pay 
of members of Congress. 


that the same 


Mr. ARNOLD rose and inquired if it would be | 


in order to move to go into committee. 

The SPEAKER said it would. 

Mr. ARNOLD said he would then move that 
the House resolve itself into a Committee of the 
Whole on the state of the Union, with a view to 
take up his bill, No. 548. [Laughter.] 

Mr. FILLMORE asked the gentleman to with- 
draw his motion for a moment; to which request 
Mr. ARNOLD acceded. 


TERMINATION OF THE DEBATE ON THE 
NAVY BILL. 


Mr. FILLMORE said he had been requested by 
many members to move a resolution fixing a period 
for the termination of the debate on the navy ap- 
propriation bill, now in Commitiee of the Whole. 
He therefore moved that all debate shall cease on 
to-morrow, at 2 o’clock, and the committee shall 
then proceed to vote upon all amendments pend- 
ing, or that may be offered. He moved the previ- 
ous question on the motion.? 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON opposed the motion, 
and expressed the hope that the committee would 
not be deprived of an opportunity to debate the 
bill as it should be. He would also remark, that 
the chairman [Mr. Fittmore] might have intro- 
duced the bill much earlier in the session than he 
did, and thereby have prevented the necessity for 
such hasty action. 

The previous question was sustained, and the 
main question ordered to be put. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved to lay the sub- 
ject on the table, and asked for the yeas and nays 
on the motion. 

They were taken, and resylted—yeas 68, nays 
96, as follows: 











YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, Beeson, Boyd 
Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles Brown 
Burke, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, Clifford 
Clinton, Richard D. Davia, Dawson, Dean, Eastman, Egbert, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, A. Lawrence Fos- 
ter, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gwin, Harris, Hays, Holmes, 
Hopkins, Houck, Houston, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, Keim, Andrew Kend@dy, King, Liwlefield, Rob- 
ert McClellan, McKay, McKeon, Atfred Marshall, John Thom- 
son Mason, Medill, Meriwether, Newhard, Partridge, Payne, 
Pickens, Rayner, Reding, Reynolds, Niggs, Saunders, Shields, 
William Smith, Snyder, Steenrod, Sweney, Jacob Thompson, 
Turney, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, and Wood—68. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Landaff W. Andrews, Sherlock J. 
Andrews, Arnold, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, 
Blair, Boardman, Bowne, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Jere- 
miah Brown, William Butler, Thomas J. Campbe!!, Caruthers, 
Casey, Chittenden, John C. Clark, James Cooper, Cowen, 
Cranston, Crawford, Cushing, Garrett Davis, Deberry, Doan, 
John Edwards, John C, Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fill- 
more, Gamble, Gates, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Graham, 
Granger, Halsted, Henry, Howard, Hunt, Joseph R. Ingersell, 
Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Lane, Linn, McKennan, 
Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, Mitchell, Moore, 
Morgan, Morris, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, 
Ramsey, Benjamin Randa!!, Ridgway, William Russell, James 
M. Russell, Saltonstall, Sanford, Shepperd, Slade, Truman 
Smith, Stanly, Stokely, Stratton, Alexander H. H. Stuart, 
John T. Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, 
Richard W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Trip- 
lett, Trotti, Trumbull, Underwood, Thomas W. Williams. 
Christopher H. Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, and 
Yorke—9%6. 


So the resolution was not laid on the table. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the 
resolution, it was carried without a division. 

Mr. ARNOLD moved that the bill introduced by 
him (No. 548) to reduce the pay and mileage of 
members of Congress, and the salaries of the éffi- 
cers of the Government, be made the special order 
of the day for Tuesday next. 

Mr. SMITH of Virginia inquired when the bill 
to remit the fine of General Jackson was likely to 
come up. 

The SPEAKER said that it was in order every 
morning after the reception of resolutions. The 
question was now on the motion of the gentleman 
trom Tennessee, [Mr. ARNoLD,] which woald re- 
quire a vote of two thirds. 


Mr. ARNOLD called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered; and, on takirg the question, 
resulted in—yeas 131, nays 53, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Allen, 8. J. Andrews, Arnold, 
Arrington, Atherton, Baker, Beeson, Blair, Boardman, Bowne, 
Boyd, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, Aaron V. Brown, 
Milton Brown, Charies Brown, Jeremiah Brown, Burke, Wil- 
lam Butler, William O. Butler, Green W. Caldwell, Thomas 
J. Campbell, Caruthets, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Chittenden, 
John C, Clark, Clifford, James Cooper, Cowen, Daniel, Garrett 
Davis, R. D. Davis, Dean, Deberry, Doan, Doig, Eastman, John 
C, Edwards, Egbert, Fornance, A. Lawrence foster, Gamble, 
Gates, Gentry, Gerry, Giddings, Gilmer, Gorden, Graham, 
Granger, Gwin, Halsted, Harris, Hays, Henry, Houck, Hous- 
ton, Charles J. Ingersoll, Joseph R. Ingersoll, James Irvin, 
Jack, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, John P. Kennedy, 
Andrew Kennedy, King, Linn, Lowell, McKay, Alfred Mar- 
shall, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maynard, Medill, Meriwether, Mit- 
chell, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Osborne, 
Owsley, Parmenter, Partridge, Pendleton, Pope, Powell, Ram- 
sey, Benjamin Randall, Reding, Reynolds, Ridgway, Rogers, 
Roosevelt, William Russell, James M. Russell, Saltonstall, 
Saunders, Sewell, Shepperd, Shields, Slade, Truman Smith, 
Snyder, Stanly, Steenrod, Stokely, Stratton, John T. Stuart, 
Jacob Thompson, Tomlinson, Trotti, Trumbull, Underwood, 
Weller, Westbrock, Thomas W. Williams, Christopher H. 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Wise, Augustus Young, and 
John Young—131 

NAYS—Messrs. L. W. Andrews, Aycrigg, Babcock, Barnard, 
Barton, Birdseye, Patrick C. Caldwell, Clinton, Cranston, 
Cushing, Dawson, John Edwards, Everett, Ferria, Fessenden, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, William O. Goode, Holmes, 
Howard, Hudson, Hunter, Hunt, Isaac D. Jones, Lane, Lit- 
tlefield, Robert McClellan, McKennan, McKeon, John Thom- 
son Mason, Maxwell, Payne, Pearce, Pickens, Riggs, Sanford, 
William Smith, Alexander H. H. Stuart, Summers, Sumter, 
Sweney, Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Turney, Ward, Washington, Edward D. White, 
Joseph L. White, Winthrop, Wood, and Yorke—53. 


So Mr. Arnowp’s motion was carried. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland asked leave to 
offer the joint resolution, offered by him yesterday, 
for rewarding the officers engaged in the exploring 
expedition; and, the resolution having been read 
for information, 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON objected to its recep- 
tion. 

Mr. KENNEDY of Maryland moved a suspen- 
sion of the rules. 

Mr. WISE suggested to the gentleman to allow 
the resolution to be referred to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs, who already had the subject before 
them. This would remove, he supposed, any ob- 
jections to its reception. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON said that he objected to 
the reception of the resolation at any rate; and, 

The question being then put on Mr. Kenwne- 
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py’s motion to suspend the rules, it was decided 
in the affirmative—ayes 116, roes not counted. 

Mr. KENNEDY then moved to refer the reso- 
lation to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BARNARD ®oved to refer it to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole off the state of the Union. 

Mr. WISEremarked that there was a memorial 
from the officers of the exploring expedi.ion on the 
same subject already before the Commitiee on 
Naval Affairs; and 1: was, therefore, proper that 
this resolation should go there also. 

The question was then put on the reference to 
the Commiitee on Naval Affairs, and carried with- 
out a division. 

Mr. JONES of Maryland called up the motion 
made by him some days ago, to reconsider the vote 
rejecting the resolution submitted by Mr. Cusn- 

inG, totake the bill providing indemnity for French 
spoliations prior to 1800 out of the Commitice of 
the Whole. 

Mr. CUSHING called for the yeas and nays on 
the motion; which were ordered, 

Mr. WELLER moved to Jay the motion on the 
table; and, 

Mr. CUSHING having called for the yeas and 
nays, they were ordered, and resulted in—yeas 105, 
nays 102, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Landaff W. Andrews, Arnold, Arrington, 
Athertun, Beeson, Bidlack, Black, Bowne, Boyd, Brewster, 
Aaron VY. Brown, Milton Brown, Charles prone Burke, Wil- 
liam Butler, William O. Buer, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick 
©, Caldwell, Join Campbell, Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. 
Campbeli, Caruthers, Cary, Casey, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, daniel, Gatrett Davis, Richard D. Davis, Pawson, Dean, 
Deberry, De oan, Doig, Eastman, John C. Edwards, Egbert, 
John G. Floyd, Gamble, Gentry, Wm. O. Goode, Gordon, 
Graham, Gwin, Harris, Hastings, Hays, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hubard, Hunter, Charles J. Ingersoll, Jack, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Andrew Kennedy, Kine, Lane, Lit- 
tlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, Robert McC lellan, 
McKay, McKeon, Aitred Marshali, John Thomson Mason, 
Mathews, Medill, Meriwether, Mille er, Mitchell, Moore, Ows: 
ley, Partridge, Payn e, Pickens, Pope, Rayner, Reding, Ren- 
cher, Reynolds, Riggs, Rogers, Saunders, Shepperd, Shields, 
William &mith, Bnyde r, Steenrod, Joho T. Stuart, Summers, 
Sweney, Richard W. Thompson, Jacob Thompson, Trotti, 
Turney, Underwood, Van Buren, Wallace, Ward, Watterson, 
Weller, Westbrook, and Christopher H. Williams—105, 

NAYS®—Messrs. Adame, Allen, Sherlock J. Andrews, Ay- 
crigg, Babcock, Baker, Barnard, Barton, Bitdseye, Blair, 
Boardman, Briggs, trockway, Bronson, Jeremiah Brown, 
Burnell, Calhoun, Childs, Chittenden, John C. Clark, Cowen, 
Cranston, Crawford, Cushing, John Edwards, Everett, Ferris, 
Fessenden, Fillmore, Thomas F. Foster, Gates, Gerry, Gid- 
dings, P. G. Goode, Granger, Halsted, Henry, Holmes, How- 
ard, Hudson, Hunt, J. R. logereoll, James Irvin, William 
Cost Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, Linn, 
McKennan, Mallory, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, Maynard, 
Morgan, Morris, Morrow, Newhard, Oliver, Osborne, Par- 
menter, Pearce, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, Benjamin Ran- 
dall, Alexander Randa!!, Read, Ridgway, Rodney, William 
Russell, James M. Ruseeli, Saltonstall, Sanford, Sewell, Slade, 
Troman Smith, Stanly, metas Stratton, Alexander H. H. 
Stuart, Sumter, Talialerro, John B. Thompson, Tillinghast 
Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Washington, Edward 
D. White, Joseph L White, Thomas W. Williams, Joseph 
L. Williame, Winthrop, Wise, Wood, Yorke, Augustus 
Young, and John Young--102, 


So the motion was laid on the table. 
PRESENTATION OF WASHINGTON’S SWORD AND 
FRANKLIN’S STAFF, 

Mr. G. W. SUMMERS now rose, and addressed 
the Speaker, who recognised the honorable gentle- 
man as in possession of the floor; and all eyes 
were at once turned to him, and the whole House 
was at once hushed into silence. The galleries 
were densely filled with an anxious and attentive 
auditory, which had collected in anticipation of the 
interesting proceedings which were about to be 
witnessed. Many Senators cocupied seats amongst 
the members in the House, and some of the repre- 
sentatives of foreign powers, accrediled to this Gov- 
ernment in diplomatic relations, were ranged below 
the bar; and all listened with profound stillness, 
while the honorable gentleman from Virgima 
spoke as follows: 

Mr. Speaker: I rise for the purpose of discharging an office, 
not connected with the ordinary business of a legislative as- 
sembly. Yet,in asking permission to interrupt, for a moment, 
the regular order of parliamentary proceedings, I cannot doubt 
that the proposition which I have to submit will prove as 
eratifying as it may be unusual. 

Mr. Samuel T. Washington, a citizen of Kanawha county, ia 
the Commonwealth of Virginia, and one of my constituents, 
has honored me with the commission of presenting, in his name, 
and on his behalf, to the Congress of the United States, and, 
through that body, to the people of the United States, two most 
interesting and valuable relics, connected with the past history 
of our couatry, and with men whose achievements, both in the 
field and in the cabinet, best illustrate and adorn our annals. 
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One is the sword worn by George Washington, first as a 
colonel in the colonial service of Virginia, in Forbes’s campaign 
against the French and Indians; and afterwards, during the 
whole period of the war of Independence, as commander-in- 
chief of the American army. 

It is a plain cutleau, or hanger, with a green hilt and silver 
guard. On the upper ward of the scabbard is engraven “J. 
Bailey, Fishkill.’’ It is accompanied by a buckskin belt, which 
is secured by a silver buckle and clasp; whereon are engraven 
the letters “G. W.,” and the figures “1757.”" These are all of 
the plainest workmanship, but substantial, and in keeping with 
the man and with the times to which they belonged. 

The history of this sword is perfectly authentic, ane leaves no 
shadow of doubt as to ite identity. 

The last will and testament of General Washington, bearing 
date on the 9th day of February, 1799, contains, among a great 
variety of bequests, the following clause: ‘“To each of my neph- 
ews, William Augustine Washington, George Lewis, George 
Steploe Washiogton, Bushrod Washingtoo, and Samuel Wash- 
ington, I give one of the swords or cutleaux of which I may die 
possessed; and they are to choose in the order they are nained. 
These swords are accompanied with an injunction, not to un- 
sheath them for the purpose of shedding blood, except it be for 
self-defence, or in defence of their country and its rights; and, 
in the latter case, to keep them unsheathed, and prefer falling 
with them in their hands, to the relinquishment thereof.” 

In the distribution of the swords, hereby devised, among the 
five nephews therein enumerated, the one now presented fell 
tothe share of Samuel Washington, the devisee last named 
in the clause of the will which I have just read. 

This gentleman, who died a few years since, in the county 
of Kanawha, and who was the father of Samuel T. Washing- 
ton, the donor, I knew well. Ihave often seen this sword in 
his possession, and received from himself the following account 
of the manner in which it became his property, in the division 
made among the devisees. 

He said that he knew it to have been the sidearms of General 
Washington during the revolutionary war—not that used on 
occasions of parade and review, but the constant service sword 
of the great chief; that {he bad himself seen General Wash- 
ington wear this identical sword, (he presumed for the last 
time,) when, in 1794, he reviewed the Virginia and Maryland 
forces, then concentrated at Cumberland, under command of 
Genera! Lee, and destined to co-operate with the Pennsylvania 
and New Jersey troops, then assembled at Bedford, in suppress- 
ing what has been called “the whiskey insurrection.” 


General Washington was at that time President of the United 
States, and, as such, was commander-in-chief of the army. It 
is known that it was his intention to lead the army in person 
on that occasion, had he found it necessary; and he went to 
Bedford and Cumberland prepared for thatevent. The condi- 
tion of things did not require it, and he returned to his civil 
duties at Philadelphia. 

Mr. Samuel Washington held the commission of a captain 
at that time himself, and served in that campaign, many of the 
incidents of which he has related to me. 

He was anxious to obtain this particular sword, and preferred 
it to all the others, among which was the ornamented and 
costly present from the great Frederick. 

At the time of the division among the nephews, without inti- 
mating what his preference was, he jocosely remarked, “that, 
inasmuch as he was the only one ofthem who had participated 
in military service, they ought to permit him to take choice.” 
This suggestion was met in the same spirit in which it was 
made; and the choice being awarded him, he chose this, the 
plainest and intrinsically the least valuable of any, simply be- 
cause it was ‘‘the battle sword.” 

Tam also in possession of the most satisfactory evidence, fur- 
nished by Col. George Washington, of Georgetown, the nearest 
male relative of General Washington now living, as to the iden- 
tity of this sword. His information was derived from his father, 
William Augustine Washington, the devisee first named in the 
clause of the will which I have read, from his uncle, the late 
Judge Bushrod Washington, of the Supreme Court, and Major 
Lawrence Lewis, the acting executor of General Washington’s 
will: all of whom concurred in the statement, that the true 
service stcord wasthat selected by Capt. Samuel Washington. 
It remained in this gentleman’s possession until his death, 
esteemed by him the most precious memento of his illustrious 
kinsman. It then became the property of his son, who, ani- 
mated by that patriotism which so characterized the “father 
of his country,” has consented that such a relic ought notto 
be appropriated by an individual citizen, and has instructed 
me, his representative, to offer it to the nation, to be preserved 
in its public depositories, as the common property of all; since 
its office has been to achieve and defend the common liberty 
of all. 

He has, in like manney requested me to present this cane to 
the Congress of the United States, deeming it not unworthy the 
public acceptance. 
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This was once the property of the philosopher ang jering, from 
Benjamin Franklin. ree, of Buro 
By a codicil to his last will and testament, we find it th 4 of comm: 
disposed of ; nan of pee 
“My fine crab tree walking stick, with a gold head, curious ry and me! 
ly wrought in the form of the cap of liberty, I give tg of life, wi 
friend, and the friend of mankind, General Washington, ~ re of an incu 
were a sceptre, he has merited it, and would become j it.” , nis days as 
General Washington, in hia will, devises this cane ag fy. uh, after c¢ 
lows : , of Washing 
“Item. To my brother Charles Washington, | give ang devout pray: 
bequeath the gold-headed cane left me by Dr, Franklin, in hig the auth 
will.” presenta ve 
Captain Samuel Washington was the only son of Chazies jr name, an 
Washington, the devisee, from whom he derived, by inherit. gt, and the 
ance, this interesting memorial; and having tranamitted it inee sacred 
his son, Samuel T. Washington, the latter thus Bees to be. May they - 
stow it worthily, by associating it with the battle-sword, ina p; and me 
gift to his countrymen. p, ejaculate 
I cordially concur with Mr. Washington in the Opinion thar ¢ me 
they each merit public preservation; and I obey, with pl p hitherto F 
his wishes in here presenting them, in his name, to the nation, Je” et 
Let the sword of the hero and the staff of the Philosopher go ale ved 


together. Let them have place among the proudest trophies 
ore, (Great 
and most honored memorials of our national achievements, 








Upon that staff once leaned the sage of whom it has bee, iM" ae 
said “He snatched the lightning from heaven, ‘and the Sceptre ee St 
from tyrants.”’ Congress t b 

A mighty arm once wielded this sword ina righteous ca county, | 
even unto the dismemberment of empire. In the hand of Sich 70 
Washington, this was “the sword uf the Lord and of Gideon.” of our nati 
It was never drawn, except in defence of the public liberty, ii the patriot 
It was never sheathed until a gl ue ler o 

m glorious and triumphant suc. MimByorge Washi 

cess returned it to the scabbard, without a stain of cruelty or fam That these p 
dishonor upon its blade. It was never surrendered, except to to vation; * 
that country which bestowed it. aah sigi 
{Loud and long-continued plaudits followed the Ma House 
muel T. We 

delivery of this address. } 
The Serceant-at-Arms advanced to the seat of The = 
the honorable gentleman, and received into his ge 
custody the interesting relics. Mr. Mick 
Mr. ADAMS then rose to submit a resolution in exeyag 
relation thereto. He said: ' c = 

Mr. Speaker: In presenting this resolution to the House, it Mr. HO! 
may, perhaps, be expected that I should accompany it with w the x 
some remarks suitable to the occasion; and yet, sir, I never MMmisht be sti 
rose to address this House under a deeper conviction of the y Were u 
want of words to express the emotions that I feel. It is pre: The sugg 
cisely because occasions like this are adapted to produce uni- ons amen 
versal sympathy, that little can be said by any one, but what, Mr. TAI 
in the language of the heart—in tones not loud, but deep—every Messrs. 
one present has literally said to himself. My respected friend d apo! 
from Virginia, by whom this offering of patriotic sentiment HiBansmitied 


hasbeen presented to the Representative Assembly of the na- 





tion, has, itseems to me, already said all that can be said suitable The moti 
to this occasion. In parting from him, as after a few short The Hor 
days we must all do, it will on my part be sorrow, that in all 
probability I shall see his face and hear his voice no more. 
But his words of this day have been planted in my memory, ¥v 
and wiil there remain till the last pulsation of my heart. The 
sword of Washington! The staff of Franklin! Oh, sir, Mr. EV, 








what associations are linked in adamant with those names. fampaich he 
Washington! the warrior of human freedom—Washington! amen 
whose sword my friend has said was never drawn but in the Migprday by 1 





cause of his country, and never sheathed when needed In bis Dorrie, 








country’s cause !—Franklin ! the philosopher of the thunderbolt, MD, viz: 
the printing press, and the ploughshare. Resolved, 
What names are these in the scanty catalogue of the benefactors BAR ey 
‘of mankind—Washington and Franklin! What other two men, Bion of then 
whose lives belong to the 18th century of Christendom, have to loan 


ive in all 
of the 


- 
af public 


left a deeper impression of themselves upon the age in which 
they lived, and upon all aftertimes? Washington, the war- 
rior and the legislator! In war contending, by the wager of 
battle, for the independence of his country, and for the freedom 
of the human race—ever manifesting, amidst the horrors of 
war, by precept and example, his reverence for the laws of 
peace, and for the tenderest sympathies of humanity. In peacé, 
soothing the ferocious spirit of discord among his own country: 
men into harmony, and giving to that very sword now pre 
sented to his country a charm more potent than that attri 
uted in ancient times to the lyre of Orpheus. Frankia, the 
mechanic of his own fortune, teaching, in early youth, under the 
shackles of indigence, the way to wealth; and, in the shade 
obscurity, the path to greatness: in the maturity of manbood, 
disarming the thunder of its terrors, the lightning of its fotal 
blast; and wresting from the tyrant’s hand the still more affic 
tive sceptre of oppression: while descending into the vale of 
years, traversing the Atlantic ocean; braving, in the dead 
winter, the battle and the breeze; bearing in his hand the cbar- 
ter of Independence, which he had contributed to form; 

















Ag from the self-created nation, to the mightiest mon- 

x, of Europe, the olive-branch of pegce, the mercurial 
4 of commerce, and the amulet of protection and safety to 

t man of peace on the pathless ocean from the inexorable 
y and merciless rapacity of war; and, finally, in the last 

+ oflife, with fourscore winters on his head, under the tor- 
Y Te an incurable disease, returning to his native land, clos- 
« Te sis days as the Chief Magistrate of his adopted Common- 
» after contributing, by his counsels, under the Presiden- 

i: of Washington, and recording his name, under the sanction 
jevout prayer, invoked by him to God, to that Constitution, 

¥ ir the authority of which we are here assembled as the 






















it Te egentatives of the North American people, to receive, in 
ir ame, and for them, these venerable relics of the wise, the 

ea nt, and the good founders of our great confederated Repub- 

i. ihese sacred symbols of our golden age. 

0 sy they be deposited among the archives of our Govern- 

Ne: y. and may every American who shall hereafter behold 

a 


, ejaculate a mingled offering of praise to that Supreme 
of the universe, by whose tender mercies our Union hes 
hitherto preserved through all the vicissitudes and revo- 
jog ofthis turbulent world, and of prayer for the continu- 
, of these blessings, by the dispensations of his providence 
our beloved country from age to age, till time shall be no 
ore, (Great applause. ) 
wr. Speaker, Isubmit the following joint resolution: 


een . 
Ired by the Senate and House of Representatives of 

ore irnited States in Congress omiles, That the thanks of 
Congress be presented to Semuel T. Washington of Kan- 
macounty, Virginia, for the present of the sword used by his 

‘ge, ious relative, George Washington, in the military career 


bis early youth, 1a the seven years’ war, and throughout the 
r of our national independence; and of the staff bequeathed 































wl y the patriot, statesman, and sage, Benjamin Franklin, to the 

ny, ra leader of the armies of freedom in the revolutionary war, 

me oge Washington. 7 

or (Mg That these precious relics are hereby accepted in the name 

: the nation; that they be deposited for safekeeping in the De- 

tt ment of Stateof the United States; and thata copy of this 
olution, signed by the President of the Senate and Speaker 

the the House of Representatives, be transmitted to the said 
muel T. Washington. 

of The resolution was adopted unanimously, ande 

his ith loud acclamation. 

Mr. MCKENNAN said, as it was evident, after 
‘i interesting scene just witnessed, that the House 

 H,s notina fit state for the transaction of busi- | 

s, be would now move that the House adjourn. 
, i Mi} Mr. HOPKINS requested the gentleman to with- 
with Miraw the motion fora moment, in order that it 
ever Mimieht be stated on the face of the resolutions that 
the Mey were unanimously adopted. 
pre Ha The suggestion was acceded to, and the resolu- 
unl Mons amended accordingly. 
vhat, MM Mr. TALIAFERRO moved that the addresses 
very BY Messrs. Summers and Apams, this morning, be 
‘end Hiread upon the journal; and also that a copy be 
nent Mansmitied to Mr. Washington, of Kanawha, Vir- 
2 as nia, 

‘able HAE The motion was adopted, nem. con. 

es The House then adjourned. 

D ali 

pre IN SENATE. 

nory, 

- Wepnespay, February 8, 1843. 

, sit, fm Mr. EVANS presented the following resolutions, 
mes. fapuich he stated he intended to submit as an 
ston! niment to the resolutions introduced on yes- 
nthe fmerday by the Senator from South Carolina, [Mr. 
n bis tDurrig,] when they shall come up for consider- 
rbolt, ( on, viz: 

Rewlved, That, among the causes which have-contributed 
ictors Me™ efficiently to the depression of the foreign and domestic 
ont mmerce of the country, and to the consequent impoverish- 

* Hipen' of the national treasury, and which have thus rendered a 
have to loans inevitable, is the want ofa currency of uniform 
which ve in all parts of the United States, commanding the confi- 
war of the people; and no measure designed to revive com- 
ree ao the treasury, and avert the further accumula- 
yer of HMB of public debt, will be complete or adequate to the accom- 
edom ment of these objects, which fail to supply their wants. 
ors of ved, That another ofthe prominent causes of the pres- 
anal Prostrated condition of the business of the country, and of 


Public a poe and which has largely impaired American 
r and credit, which has ex republican institu- 

10 reproach and obloquy, is the failure of so many States 
the Union to provide for the regular payment of the interest 
Public debts; and especially the favor and counten- 

te which have been given, to some extent, in some portions 
country, tothe alarming and destructive doctrine, that 
are not binding upen the people of the States 


ti have created them, but may be annulled and repudiated 
at discretion, 


Measures for the payment by the United States of the debis 
individual States, it nevertheless deems it proper, in 
of Tous consequences to the national character 
andto the institutions of republican government, of 
‘ure of the States to fulfil their obligations, and of the 
“ple which has been asserted—that these obligations are 
on them,—to declare, that the debts of the States, 

by the legislative authority thereof, respectively, are ob- 


 afflic- 


ped, That, while this Congress does not intend to adopt - 
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ligatory and binding upon said States, and cannot be by them an- 
nulled or repudiated; and that it is the solemn and urgeat duty 
of the people of said States to resort to the most efficient means 
in their power for the preservation of their faith, and the fulfil. 
ment of their obligations. 

Resolved, That itis the duty of Congress, by every consti- 
tutional and proper means in its power—by the adoption of 
measures to restore and preserve a currency of uniform value 
throughout the United States; by the collection and disburse- 
ment of the public revenue, and the regulation and admin. 
istration of the public finances, in such way as shall be least 
burdensome to the people, and most conducive to the revival 
of trade and commerce; asshall secure the wages of labor from 
fluctuation; as shal! give security and steadiness to the industry 
of the country,—to render every practicable aid and encourage- 
ment to the people of the several] States in their efforts to meet 
their engagements, and to discharge the obligations into which 
they have entered. 


The resolutions were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. BUCHANAN presented a memorial from 
a large number of merchants and officers of insu- 
rance companies of the city of Philade|phia, stating 
that the growing interests of our commerce in the 
Pacific ocean, not only in the west and northwest 
quarter of America, but in the Sandwich Islands 
and China, cal] Joudly on the Government to estab- 
lish a regular line of packets to Chagres, and an 


overland mail to Panama, for the conveyance of | 


correspondence and treasure to and from the Pa- 
cific. They ask Congress to take the subject into 
consideration. Mr. B. observed, on presenting the 
memorial, that it was strange the attention of Con- 
gress had never been called to the subject of the 
petition before. All communication to the Pacific 
has to pass round Cape Horn; when it was known 
that there was a near route, which would save ten 
or twelve thousand miles. He would be glad, in- 
deed, if anything could be done to effect the end 
desired by the memorialists; and so far as any ex- 
pression of his opinion would go to induce the 
attention of the Committee on Commerce to the 
subject, he trusted the commiitee would give the 
subject their early altention. The memorial was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


WASHINGTON’S SWORD AND FRANK- 
LIN’S STAFF. 


A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Matrnew St. Crain Crarxe, 
their clerk, informing the Senaie that that body had 
passed a resolution, and had directed him to 
ask the concurrence of the Senate therein; and had 
also directed him to state that the sword and cane, 
which were the subject of the resolution, were 
also forwarded, through their Sergeant al-arms, to 
be presented to the Senate. 

Mr. ARCHER rose and said he presumed that 
this would be the proper occasion for making the 
motion which he desired to make—that the Senate 
proceed to ‘mmediate action upon the subject of ihe 
resolution which had just been communicated to 
them from the House of Representatives. 

The resolution was then read, as follows: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
That the thanksof this Congress be presented to Samuel T. 
Washington, of Kanawha county, Virginia, for the present of 
the sword used by his illustrious relative, George Washington, 
in the military career of his early youth, in the seven years 
war, and throughout the war of our national independence; and 
of the staff bequeathed by the patriot, statesman, and sage, 
Benjamin Franklin, to the same leader of the armies of free- 
dom in the revolutionary war, George Washington. 

That these precious relics are hereby accepted in the name 
of the nation; that they be deposited for safekeeping in the De- 
partment of State of the United States; and that a copy of this 
resolution, signed by the President of the Senate and Speaker 


of the House of Representatives, be transmitted to the said 
Samuel T, Washington. 


Mr. A. then proceeded to address the Senate. 


Mr. Presipent: The grounds of the proceedings 
of the other House, in reference to these invalua- 
ble relics, not being necessarily supposed to be 
known to this bedy, it may not, perhaps, be consid- 
ered improper or inappropriate, (coming, as they do, 
from a citizen of that Siate which I have the honor 
in part to represent,) that I should make some brief 
remarks before committing the resolution to the dis- 
posal of this honorable body. 

Sir, it is known to all who have read the history 
of General Washington’s life, that he left to four 
nephews each a sword, one of which had had the 
signal honor of being worn by him during the 
whole pericd of his military services, from the 
time he entered the army in the service of his 
country, then ina colonial condition, down to the 
memorable period when, having achieved his coun- 











try’s independence, and coupled his name with im- 
mortality, he resigned the high commission which 
he bore, and retired to the enjoyment of domestic 
tranquillity. 

Sir, itwas a mark of good taste on the part of 
one of the nephews of Gencral Washington to 
selec’, 2s a memorial of that illustrious man most 
worthy of being presented to the Congress of the 
United States, this simple sword. It is a relic of 
no ordinary value in the estimation of that gentle- 
man, as 1 am sure it will be in the estimation of 
the Senate and the country—having been the battle 
sword of that hero, during the whole period of his 
immortal career. 

Sir, [ ought, perhaps, to say that there is no 
question of its identity, plain and simple as it is; 
and if I desired evidence to show that it was really 
the sword which General Washington had worn 
throughont his glorious career of military service, 
I would find sufficient to convince myself, at least, 
in its very plainness and simplicity. 

Bui I will not go into an argument to prove its 
identity, nor will I trace its history: that has been 
already done in the other House, by an honorable 
member of that body, a colleague of mine, who has 
added, by the manner in which he executed that duty, 
another wreath to his own bonor, and shown how 
well he deserved to be made the instrument of 
conveying to Congress this invaluable gift. 

Sir, there may be those who think it is un- 
fitting the dignity of Senatorial bodies to pay 
attention to the preservation of such simple relics 
as this; but I confess, if there be any such,I am 
not of the number. 


Sir, those who have bren the precursors of our 
course in the great career of liberty, have not been 
of the opinion that such mementoes were valueless. 
We have no record of any country, in which free- 
dom has triumphed, where illustrious men, after 
they have passed from their mortal career, had 
not statues erec'ed to their memory, and relics and 
memoria!s, such as those now lying upon your ta 
ble, commemorative of their achievements, care- 
fully preserved. They are calculated, in an emi- 
nent degree, to produce the feelings and the prac- 
tice of virtue in successive generations. By asso- 
ciating the memorials of great achievements with 
the names of those who performed them, and pre- 
senting them continually to the eyes of men, they 
serve to inspire the same feelings which have pro- 
duced such achievements. 

Sir, judging from my own feelings, no statue 
nor mausoleum can produce so great an effect as 
the smallest relic which is intimately associated 
with the person of the benefactor of his country. 
These are, indeed, smail and inconsiderable reties; 
but who are the persons, and what are the names, 
with which they stand associated? 

Wasninoton !—when this name is mentioned, 
who shall be presumpiuous enough to conceive 
that eulogy can add anything to the feelings which 
the mere sound of it produces? Wassincron !—of 
whom one of the most eminent men living in the 
present day, and himself the subject of a mon- 
archy, has said, and said truly, that among unin- 
spired men, that was the greatest name of all. 
And it is, Mr. President; for I must be permitted 
te say, if it were possible that a man as heroic and 
es virtuous as Washing'on should be permitted by 
a beneficent Providence to be placed in authority 
now, he could not by porsibili.y be as great a man 
as Washington was. And why? Because cir- 
cumstances must, in every case, form one of the 
elements of greatness. Because no living man 


can again be placed in circumstances where he 


can signalize bimseif as our glorious Washington 
has done. 

Sir, we may have many founders of liberty in 
every country and in every clime; but never can 
there be another founder of the liberties of a whole 
race; and though we should prove reereant to his 
memory, and treacherously refuse to preserve the 
mementoes of his fame, this is the character which 
Washington wi!l receive in all aftertimes, from 
all races of men. Yes, sir, itis receiving General 
Washington in alight altogether too cenfined to 
claim his berefactions as our exclusive benefac- 
tions, and his fame as our fame, 

Sir, the thousands of generations which are to 
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spring up in aflertime upon the face of the earth, 
under the shadow of that glorious germe of liberty 
which has been planted vpon this continent, when 
jt shall bave extended its juxuriant branches and 
brovgot forth its fruit in full maturity, will all of 
them claim Washington, as we now are entitled 
to claim him—as their benefactor, and the author 
of their liberties, as he has been of ours! 

And Faanxuin !—names associated in this coun- 
try’s history as the greatest benefactors of the bu- 
man race—Faank.in, scarcely less illustrious for 
bis important discoveries in science. Names now 
associated by the seemingly fortuitous gift of a 
mere cane!—inconsiderabie, indeed, in itself, but 
of immense value, as having belonged to him. 

Sir, the discoveries of Franklin, as a philoso- 
pher, (for I mean now only te pay a passing tribute 
to him in that view,) will hereafter be considered 
as most extraordinary benefactions to the cause of 
science—greater than those of any man that has 
lived in any age of the world. 

Such are the names which are here associated 
by these trifling gifts! And what is it that the 
Senate is now called upon to do by this resolution? 
To pay a passing tribute of homage or admiration? 
No; that is not the word to be employed in speak- 
ing of either of these men: it is not homage—it is 
not admiration; there is but a single word in our 
language that will express it—the tribute of our 
veneration. 

Sir, it was the simplicity of the style of our 
venerated Franklin, which distinguished him as 
much as his eminent virtues, and his profound 
knowledge, and his glorious contributions to the 
cause of liberty as well asscience He said of 
General Washingion—the triend of liberty and 
the friend of mankind—that he deserved a sceptre. 
Sir, that great man not only merited, but he gained 
asceptre. It was thought, at the period of his de- 
mise, not too great praise to say that he was en- 
throned in the hearts of his countrymen. And 
thus it is that he is destined to be sceptred in the 
esiimation and the admiration cf all succeeding 
ages. 

Mr. President, I shall detain the Senate no 
longer. The inconsiderable meed of praise which 
I feel proud to bestow upon those illusirions names 
shall no jonger be an interruption or impediment 
to the expression which I know the Senate is ready 
to make—of that tribuie of veneration so justly 
due to the benefaciors of mankind. 

The resolution havivg been unanimously adopted, 

On motion of Mr. ARCHER, the Senate ad- 
journed. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


Wrepwespay, February 8, 1843. 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin, presented the peti- 
tion of the inhabitants of the town of Milwan- 
kie, Territory of Wisconsin, asking Congress to 
establish a mail ronte commencing at Milwaukie, 
passing through Wanwatooso, Menomonee, Lis- 
bon, and Warren, intersecting a route at Summit, 
which iuns through Pipervilie and Watertown, to 
Fox Lake; which last named route was established 
ai the last session of Congress. 

Also, a petition of the inbabisants of the towns 
of Wauwatoosa, Lisbon, and Warren, asking Con- 
gress to establish a mail route commencing at Mil- 
waukee, running throngh the north part of the 
town of Wauwatoosa, also through the towns of 
Lisbon, Menomonee, and Warren, to intersect the 
mail route already established through the town of 
Summit, to Piperville, Watertown, and Fox Lake, 
in the Territory of Wisconsin. 

Also, a petition of Roxanna Evans, late Roxan- 
na Lewis, asking Congress to make an appropria- 
tion to remunerate her for the loss of property de- 
stroyed by the British on the 13th December, 1813, 
at Lewistown, in the State of New York. 

Also, a petition of the citizens of the town of 
Lisbon, Milwaukie oounty, Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, asking Congress to establish a mail route from 
the town of Milwaukie, through the north part of 
the town of Wauwatoosa, through the towns of 
Menomonee, Lisbon, and Warren, to intersect the 
mail route at Summit, through Pipersville and 
Watertown, to Fox Lake; this latter route having 
been established at the last session of Congress. 
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Also, a petition of the inhabitants of the town 
of Wauwatoosa, asking Congress to establish a 
mail route from the town of Milwaukie, in the 
Territory of Wisconsin, passing through the said 
town of Wauwatoosa, on the road established by the 
Legislative Assembly of the Territory, to intersect 
the established route at Summit, as established by 
Congress. 

Mr. A. MARSHALL presented the petition of 
A. Dodge, and 22 other citizens of Prospect, Maine, 
asking for an increase of the duty en lumber and 
wood. 

Mr. SHIELDS presented a petition from the 
citizens of Barrytown, and the vicinity thereof, in 
Washington county, Alabama, praying for the es- 


tablishment of a post route therein mentioned. 


THE NATIONAL RELICS. 


Mr. TALIAFERRO submitted the following 
resolution, prefaced with a few observations, which 
were inaudible at the reporter’s desk: 


Resolved, That 20,000 copies of the full journal of the pro- 
ceedings of the House on the presentation of the sword of 
ey be printed for distribution by the members of this 

ouse, 

Mr. BRIGGS begged permission to amend the 
journal before that resolution was agreed to. He 
begged to m»ve an amendment of the journal, by 
the addition of the following letter of Mr. Samuel 
T. Washington to Mr. Summers, accompanying 
the sword and cane, which were yesterday present- 
ed to Congress: 

Coat’s Moutn, KANAWHA CounrTY, (Va.). 
January 9, 1843. 

My pear sir: With this, you will receive the war-sword of 
my grand-uncle, General George Washington, and the gold- 
headed cane hequeathed to him by Doctor Benjamin Franklin. 

These interesting relics I wish to be presented, through you, 


my dear sir, to the Congress of the United States, on behalf of 
the nation. 

Congress can dispose of them in such manner as shall seem 
most appropriate, and best calculated to keep in memory the 
character and services of those two illustrious founders of our 
Republic. Iam, with esteem, yours, 

SAMUEL T. WASHINGTON. 

To Hon. Grorar W. Summers, 

House of Representatives. 


The motion to amend was agreed to; and the 
resolution of the gentleman from Virginia was 
then adopted. 

ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Mr. REYNOLDS then moved that the Honse 
proceed with its regular business during the morn- 
ing hour—namely, the calling on committees for 
reports. 

Mr. FILLMORE moved that the House resolve 
itself into Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, for the purpose of taking up the 
navy appropriation bill. 

Mr. PICKENS said the order of business had 
been too long departed from, and he now called 
for its observance—that committees might report 
during the morning hour. 

Mr. FILLMORE said there was very little time 
left for the discussion of the navy appropriation 
bill in Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; and therefore he felt bound to press his mo- 
lion. 

Mr. J. P. KENNEDY iaquired what became of 
the special order yesterday; the Honse, in a fit of 
enthusiasm, having adjourned without taking it 
up. 
Mr. PICKENS said, by general consent it was 
laid aside. 

Mr. KENNEDY asked the House then to give 
him to-morrow for the subject of reciprocity. 

After a conversation, in which Messrs. FILL- 
MORE, J. P. KENNEDY, PICKENS, and CLIF- 
FORD, took part, Saturday was assigned for that 
business. 


GENERAL JACKSON'S FINE. 


Mr. PEARCE called up the question of present- 
ing the reports of the Judiciary Committee on the 
subject of refunding the fine of General Jackson, 
on which the previous question was moved ona 
former occasion. 

After a desultory conversation, the motion to 
print was agreed to. 


FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Mr. R. W. THOMPSON rose to move a recon- 


sideration of the vote of yesterday, by which was 
laid on the table the motion of Mr. I. D. Jongs, 





to reconsider the vote by which ther ; sac 
Mr. Cusnine, from the Committee =a — 
Affairs, to fix a-day to take a bil! entitleg “AS 

to provide for the satisfaction of claims dy J 
certain American citizens, for spoliations comp: 271 


ted on their commerce prior to the 31s J = 
1801,” out of Committee of the Whole, was 


on the table. a0 ten 


Mr. BARNARD denied the power of the gent yoforwatl 
man to make such a motion. fore, 
Mr. PICKENS said, if it could be done eG 


might go on reconsidering throughout the sec. 
Mr. HOPKINS also observed that it ‘eae — 
be done, otherwise their business would be in fme 9/0 
minable. SOE pensess § 
Mr. R. W. THOMPSON explained; and anh 2° 
a few words from Mr. FILLMORE and y, der. 
ATHERTON, Mme Seve 
The SPEAKER decided that the motion eg ©": 
not be entertained. in : vars 
Mr. R. W. THOMPSON appealed from , 
decision of the Chair. " = a 
Mr. MERIWETHER moved to lay the appeal of a fa 
on the table. report 
After a few words from Mr. ADAMS, the nie |” "s 
tion of the gentleman from Georgia was agreed Se 
and the appeal was laid on the table, ee the ara 


NAVY APPROPRIATION BILL. a 

The House then resolved itself into Commits The 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Au should 
in the chair,) and proceeded with the considerate wantec 


of thenavy appropriation bill. Gover 

The pending question was upon an amendmen taught 
of the gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. Miya with i 
WETHER,] by which the pay of all officers in team (hougt 


navy was to be reduced 20 per cent. Gover 

Mr. HOLMES (who beld the floor) addressiam ¢ 2% 
the committee at large. He commenced by unless 
Marking that he should not enter into the merits (am BEtce 
the amendment under cons‘deration. He wai '9 °¥e 


well aware that the spirit of retrenchment wig °2/0IC 
abroad in the country. It only remained for hmm @*' 
House to determine how that spirit had been erga Cree, 
cited, and how it was to be satisfied and put to reagme ™#05 
The conviction was now crowding upon us, tig *°! 
a crisis was at hand; and it did not behoove Whig ¥° hi 
only, or Democrats only, but it behooved eve place, 


man to believe himself to be the depository of tgmm {0M 
interests of this Government. Before the Amergmm POSiLU 
can people he arraigned the present Congress, anim “#5 ! 
he now declared that the Whigs had faltered in thyme COUNE 
discharge of their duty, whilst the Demoerats Then 
mained inert. All seemed to be alike indifferent ogmm [1 th 


the crisis which was at hand. He had long forgmm *8°m¢ 
seen, that when the country came to its presume % di 


dilemma—when the taxing power applied to cong CMM 
merce failed to furnish an adequate revenue, and duties 
difficulties came in every shape—all would shrink ‘ailur 


from the responsibility when the spectre appeart Wha' 
in terrible array before them. Now, when theegm UStT) 


penses of the Government were estimated @ foster 
$20,000,000, and its receipts at but $10,000,00,gm lessen 
gentlemen, instead of calmly viewing the state. raid, | 
things, and seeking a remedy, covered their eyeygmm Menls 
and avoided even the sight of the calamities aro The t 
them. He was convinced that the time had Vverifi 
rived when the Representatives here assemble ™ercc 
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individually and collectively, were bound to 
heed of the public wants, and when they could 
longer go home, and say tc their reproaching cor 
stituents, “thow canst not say I did it.” He felt 
his duty to move that all appropriation bills be | 
on the table; and that this, as well as others, be 0 
passed, until the House could know what were lo? 
the sources of revenue. He would, therefore 
send to the Chair the following preamble and re 
olution, which he intended to offer in the House 
the proper time. 

The resolution was read for information 2s {0 


lows: ion” 
Whereas the fact is now disclosed, that the revenue 0! ' 3 
Government will fall one-half from the amount estimat axin 
the Secretary of the Treasury for the year 1843, and at of M 
high duties impose upon foreign imports by the tariff of ! Thes 
have prevented the importation of me’ ise to the am Go 
estimated at the time of the e of the tariff bill: 4 ve 
whereas all the appropriation ills presented to the House gle a 
the “Committee of Ways and Means” have been of 
the estimates of revenue furnished by the Secretary & Al 
Treasury in his annual report at the com am 
session: And whereas it is highly inexpedient to proceed trade 
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